
 Backyard Bookworms                              

1st & 3rd Fridays 
 Grand Opening 

April 4th 
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Animal SHOWS 

2nd  & 4th Fridays 

GREAT VALLEY MUSEUM  

OPENS IN NEW LOCATION 

The fresh water marsh exhibit with a vernal pool mural behind 

fter waiting for what seems like a 

geologic age, the GVM is finally 

officially re-opening April 4, 2015. Our 

fabulous new home is the first floor of 

the MJC Science Community Center 

(SCC), which opened in May, 2013.  

The SCC is a state-of-the-art science/

math/engineering building; and the 

GVM is no less than that. Besides very 

beautiful displays of our valley’s native 

habitats, our museum includes a Science 

on a Sphere - a global display system 

that uses computers and video projectors 

to show Earth and other planets’ data 

onto a six-foot-diameter sphere There is 

A 

also an interactive periodic chart 

where the elements are actually 

displayed. This includes a touch 

screen so that the elements can be 

further investigated. The new Dis-

covery Room is bigger and full of 

hands-on activities for children, 

plus home to our animals. The mu-

seum’s new hours are Tuesday 

through Thursday 12-4, and Friday 

through Saturday 9-4. The new 

planetarium  has three shows now. 

The SCC is located on Blue Gum 

Ave.  Look for the building with the 

silver dome on top! We are certain 

you will think the wait has been 

well worthwhile. 

 Don’t forget to buy a parking pass 

if you come during the week! 
Entrance to GVM , with the Gohring’s elk 
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NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM GALA 

A FUN AND PROFITABLE NIGHT 

he Inaugural Gala Dinner 
of the GVM was a sold 
out success! 

240 people enjoyed a lovely  din-
ner under the planets in the muse-
um lobby.  Before dinner, the mu-
seum was open to guests for the 
first time ever. It was a chance to 
be the first to wander  the (almost) 
finished museum and have pic-
tures taken with one of the big 
bears.  Dr. Brian Sanders, dean of  
science and engineering, was the 
MC  for the after dinner program.  
The  guests were treated to an 
original poem (HOME) by Gillian 
Wegener, the poet laureate of the 
city of Modesto, about the Great 
Valley, our home  which we take 
for granted. (See the poem ) 
There was an inspirational story  
from Lillian Vallee.  Finally, Joe 
Medeiros, the first director, gave 

an amusing account of the be-
ginning of the museum, including  
many of the people who were 
instrumental in getting it started. 
The evening came together with 
 the help of the MJC  
Foundation, George Boodrookas 
and his office staff. A special 
thanks to the MJC leadership, 
faculty and board of trustees. 
Plus the event couldn't have 
happened without a legion of vol-
unteers under the direction of 
Rosalinda Vierra.  Thanks to all 
of you who bought a ticket or do-
nated to the evening with of 
course, big thanks to all of our 
sponsors.   
 The museum cleared be-
tween  $ 33-35 thousand dollars 
for the evening.  Congratulations 
to all for a fun and profitable 
evening! 

 T 

Dr. Richard Anderson compares smiles with the Saber Tooth Tiger,  

State fossil of California 

 
HOME 

 
There is so much we will forget 
And most of it doesn’t matter— 

The grocery lists and the Tuesdays— 
But we can’t forget that first 
Our Valley was grassland, 

Was riparian woodlands, was marsh, 
Was peopled by those who knew 

The places where the fish gathered, 
Who knew the seasons of oaks, 

Who knew the stories the stars told. 
We cannot forget the way the wind, 
Given its unimpeded way, ripples 
The needle grass and the waters, 

Moves them in the same rhythms. 
And let’s not forget the calls of the cranes 

Filling the air with a sound so dense 
There’s almost no room for breath. 

And we must remember too what’s already lost: 
The grizzly, so much of the quiet marshlands… 

Our world is poorer without them. 
But the rivers still converge and 

The beavers build their dams 
And the hawks, ferruginous and red tail, drift 

On the thermals, and all of this was happening, 
Was here, before we were, before 

Our grocery lists and our Tuesdays.  
So we can’t forget the vernal pools 

With their sudden flowers, and  
Their patient species, buried and waiting , 

Earthbound constellations of life mirroring  
The constellations that shine above us 

With stories we can’t forget, just as we can’t  
forget  

That an earthquake in far off ocean makes waves 
That flow, that propagate to our nearer shores, 
That the moon’s gravity tugs at our wild oceans, 
That our galaxy has wrapped its spiraling arms 
Around our sun, that our sun is just one bright 

star 
In a universe filled with bright stars, 
The space between them expanding, 
Faster than we’d even imagined, and 

We can’t forget, even as we’re learning, 
Even as we’re amazed at finding ourselves here 
In this universe, in this galaxy, on this planet, 

In this broad valley, with these creatures, in this 
place 

With its pockets of grasslands and woods 
Which we won’t forget, which we will care for, 

Because this is where we live, one of many 
species. 

This is our shared and wondrous home. 
 

Gillian Wegener, poet laureate, City of Modesto 
A poem for the Great Valley Museum, 

January 17, 2015 
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 Spring Into Science  
Join us for Spring Break! The GVM will be open Tuesday-Thursday for special programs 

Tuesday, April 7, 2015 Excellent Eggs 10 am & 2 pm 

Wednesday, April 8, 2015 Fabulous Flowers 10 am & 2 pm 

Thursday, April 9, 2015 Insect Investigation 10 am & 2 pm 

Each Special Program is $20, which includes same day museum admission for the child and one adult.  

 Call to register today, (209) 575-6196. 

Plus... FREE Al Chemist shows at 12 pm EVERYDAY! 
Museum will be open Tues/Sat starting April 4, 2015 

Donate to GVM with Amazon Smile                                   

You smile… Amazon gives 

                        Amazon has a new charity program which can benefit the GVM! 
 
This is for all you Amazon members, including Amazon Prime members. If you sign into your Ama-
zon membership by going to Smile.Amazon.com, you can  get money donated to the Great Valley 
Museum.  It's exactly like ordering from Amazon, except that 1/2 of a percent is donated (hey it 
adds up!) to what ever charity you designate---GVM of course!  The first time you order from 
Smile.Amazon, it will ask for your charity of choice.  Type in The Great Valley Museum of Natural 
History, and from then on, access your Amazon account through Smile.Amazon.com and it will do-
nate to the GVM.                  Start Smiling now! 

Live Animal & Bookworm Story Telling 
Join the GVM for a morning full of wonderful stories, songs and a few wiggles too! Stories may include pup-
pets, flannel graph store and finger plays. It's a wonderful time you will not want to miss! The story hour is 
geared for 3-5 year old students April 17- May 15 and 3-8 year old students during the summer months. 

All stories start at 10 am! Free with paid admission. 

April 17  Earth Day Everyday 

May 1 & 15 Butterflies 

June 15 & 19 Beautiful Birds 

July 3 & 17 Turtles & Frogs 

August 7 & 21 Oceans 

 



FAREWELL TO A FRIEND OF THE GVM 

AMY GOHRING 

Tule elk which stands at the en-
trance to the Science Communi-
ty Center building.  This donation 
also included the statue of a 
cougar, forever pouncing on its 
prey, located behind the Fou-
cault Pendulum on the south 
side of the building.      
 Amy was diagnosed with  
Alzheimer's  disease in 2007. 
Consistent with her belief in edu-
cation, she joined a research 
group for the University of Cali-
fornia to help doctors better un-
derstand  Alzheimer's.   
 We lost Amy at the end 
of November, but we will always 
remember her joy and her dedi-
cation to the museum.  
 
She will be greatly missed.   

my Gohring moved to Cal-
ifornia from Colorado to 
teach at the Hupa Indian 

Reservation in Humboldt County, 
but ended up teaching for 30 plus 
years at Modesto City Schools.    
She raised three children here in 
the Modesto area, loved gardening 
and could sew anything. 
 For more than 20 years, 
she was a stanch supporter and 
donor to the museum. She was a 
past president of the board and a 
long time tour docent for countless 
school groups. With all her years 
of teaching, she was an excellent 
educator and promoter of  the mu-
seum's philosophy.   
 Together with her husband, 
her latest donation to the museum 
was the life-sized statue of the 

 A 

 4 

Join us... 

Membership  
Categories 

 
 
 

$40      Senior 

$50      Individual 

$120      Family 

$120      Grandparent 

$1000      Standard 

$2000      Premium 

$5000      Elite 

  
 

 

Here is how you benefit by becoming a member: 
 

*Free admission to the Museum              *Valley Views Newsletter  

*10% discount in the Museum Store          (four per year)     

*Discounts on class and program fees     *Resource materials for checkout 

Name____________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip______________________________________ 

Phone__________________  

E-mail_______________________________ 
 

check payable to the Great Valley Museum, 1100 Stoddard Ave. Modesto, CA 95350 
 

Visa/Master Card accepted 
 

Account number____________________________   Exp. Date__________________ 

Signature___________________________________   V code__________ 

 

   

  
 

 

  

 

 

    

 

$250       School 
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That title, given to the 
Channel Islands by the National 
Park Service, is an exaggeration 
when you consider the real Galápa-
gos, with tortoises, marine iguanas, 
teeming seabirds—not to mention 
the finches Darwin studied that rev-
olutionized natural history.  But if 
that analogy is scaled down, you 
may want to add that destination to 
your New Year’s Resolutions. The 
Farallon Islands have also been 
given that moniker, but they are off 
limits to all but bird researchers. 
The Channel Islands National Park, 
though, is accessible to anyone 
with a few free days, a boat ticket, 
and an adventurous spirit. 

The Channel Islands con-
sist of eight islands in the Pacific off 
Southern California, five of which 
were designated as a national park 
in 1980. The closest islands lie only 
thirty miles from the coast and are 
visible from Santa Barbara, but 
their geographical isolation has en-
abled plants and animals to evolve 
into endemic species and subspe-
cies found nowhere else on Earth. 

For those interested in early 
Native American culture, these is-
lands provide intriguing finds. In 
1999, the discovery of a bone from 
the ‘Arlington Springs Man’ made 
headlines as the earliest dated hu-
man remains in the Americas.  This 
evidence was proof that boats had 
plied along the California coast 
13,000 years ago, bolstering the 
theory that the first Americans may 
have migrated from Siberia and 
Alaska by boats.  The Chumash 
tribe lived on three of the Channel 
Islands, trading with mainland 
tribes on swift canoes until the Eu-
ropeans arrived. There are still nu-
merous Chumash sites on the is-
lands, mostly shell middens and 
mortars, for those who want to ex-

THE GALÁPAGOS OF CALIFORNIA  

By Salvatore Salerno, Stanislaus Audubon Society 

From BIRDING COLUMNS FOR VALLEY HABITAT 
 

plore pre-
Columbian histo-
ry. 

For bota-
nists, the island 
flora is a tapestry 
of diversity. Of all 
the varieties of 
plants identified 
in the park, 578 
of them are na-
tive. Santa Cruz 
Island is host to 
the endemic iron-
wood and island 
oak. Santa Rosa has a grove of 
rare Torrey pines, and San Mi-
guel has a caliche ‘forest’ formed 
by calcium carbonate casts 
around plant roots and trunks. 
You may admire native varieties 
of chicory, rush rose, lace-pod, 
and paintbrush in the blooming 
season.  

Wildlife lovers will have a 
field day, too. The Santa Cruz 
Island fox is the smallest canine 
species in North America, and 
campers may encounter one 
scavenging near their campsite 
or hunting deer mice in the fields. 
San Miguel Island is the only lo-
cation worldwide where six spe-
cies of seals and sea lions breed. 
When you take the boat, look for 
these marine mammals along the 
shorelines.  During winter, you 
might see gray whales cruising 
by; in summer, you may spot 
humpback, blue, or fin whales in 
the channel. There are only eight 
species of terrestrial reptiles and 
amphibians, so the chances of 
finding any are slim, but maybe 
you will be lucky and see one. 

For the birders among 
you, I have saved the choicest 
item for last. When you land at 
Prisoner’s Harbor, walk around 

the corral area, and you will have a 
good chance of encountering the 
Santa Cruz Island Scrub-Jay, a bird 
found nowhere else in the world. 
Not only is this scrub-jay larger and 
brighter than its mainland cousins, 
but it also has a more raucous vo-
calization.  (It is also the last spe-
cies that Sibley drew from sight in 
the field for his guide.)  When I got 
this lifer in 2010, I also saw endem-
ic subspecies of Pacific-slope Fly-
catcher, Bewick’s Wren, and Or-
ange-crowned Warbler—all birds 
whose ancestors have never been 
on the mainland. 

Helen Keller once wrote, 
“Life is either a daring adventure or 
nothing.”  That is a false dilemma, I 
know, but enough truth is lodged in 
it to be one of my favorite quotes.  
True, you wouldn’t be going on an 
epic adventure, sailing to the wild 
Galápagos during arduous months 
at sea. You would have to scale 
down your concept of adventure, 
too.  You would only have to plan a 
drive to Ventura and a boat ride for 
day hiking or overnight camping.  
You have nothing to fear but inertia 
itself. I know that as I prepare for 
yet another trip, it is bracing to re-
peat the mantra, If not me, then 
who?  If not now, then when?  
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GIFTS, MEMORIALS 
AND NEW MEMBERS 

he Great Valley Museum has a nice way to remember a 

deceased relative or friend, or to acknowledge a birthday, 

anniversary or other special occasion. You can make a memorial 

contribution or recognition gift to the Great Valley Museum in 

someone’s name.  We acknowledge your gift in three ways: with a thank 

you to you, with a note to the family or honoree saying that you have 

made a donation and specifying the occasion, and with a listing in 

Valley Views. 

On behalf of the MJC Foundation and 

the Great Valley Museum Foundation a 

very special thank you to sponsors and 

silent auction donors of the Night at the 

Museum Gala dinner, January 17, 2015  

Saturday Planetarium Shows 
Beginning April 4, 2015     
Earth,Moon & Sun   10 am 

Ultimate Universe    11:30am 

Tour of the Galaxy   1:00 pm 
Tickets will be available in the GVM  
Nature Shop. Each show limited to first 

100 .Doors to Planetarium do not open 

once program started. 

 

Planetarium Admissions Prices 
0-3 years old-are not admitted 

Ages/  Non-member/ Member 

4-12 years (must be with an adult) 

           $4                    $3             

13-older 

           $6                    $5                                   

Family (Up to 6 People) 

           $20                  $15                                     

Senior (55+) 

           $5                    $4 

MJC Student w/valid ID+sticker 

           $5                    $4 

GOLD SPONSOR  
Integral Investment Advisors  
 
SILVER SPONSOR  
Roger Gohring  
 
BRONZE SPONSOR  
Beard Family Companies  
 
TABLE SPONSORS  
Lynn and Richard Anderson  
Lee Armstrong  
Gianelli and Associates  
Hughes Family  
Wilmar and Judy Jensen  
Diana Loomis and Sergei Samborski  
YCCD Chancellors Office  
 
EVENT SPONSORS  
Ameriprise Financial – Charlie Christensen  
Fabricated Extrusion Co. LLC  
Cheryl and John  Goulart  
Lionakis                                              

Mocse Credit Union 

Wright Insurance Agency 

THANK YOU  

SILENT AUCTION DONORS  
Boomers  
California Poultry Federation  
Dr. James Curl  
Dan Day Designs  
Molly Flemate  
Roger Gohring  
Jodi Karambela  
Linda Knoll  
Diana Loomis  
George McCallister  
Mediterranean Market & Grill  
Barbara Salerno  
Larry Scalin  
Joyce Stetler  
Steve’s Chevrolet  
Stewart & Jasper Orchards  
Stockton Thunder  
Denise Vierra  
Rosalinda Vierra  
Jackie Wimberley  

2014 INAUGURAL GALA COMMITTEE 

           

          Dr. George Boodrookas       Larry Hockenberry          Sandy Marks 

          Barry Bauer                           Jodi Karambela                  Dorinda Pendergrass 

          Molly Flemate               Diana Loomis                     Dr. Brian Sanders 

          Roger Gohring                      Dr. Deborah Martin          Rosalinda Vierra 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY  FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  

 

 

 1 2  3    4 
 

 5  Backyard         
Bookworms 
10AM 
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8 9 10   11 12   Animal 
Show 10AM 
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    1 Science  
Colloquium 

2 3  Telescope 
Night/
Planetarium 

4  

RIBBON  
CUTTING 10 AM 
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Animal Show 
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For full details of events mentioned here call the museum at ( 2 0 9 ) 5 7 5 -  6 1 9 6 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY  FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   
 
 

        1  Backyard  
Bookworms 
10AM 
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5 6   7 8   Animal 
Show 10AM 

9   

10 11 
 
 

12 13   14 15  Backyard  
Bookworms 
10AM            

16 

17 18 
 
 

19 20   21 22   Animal 
Show 10AM 

23       
   

24 

31 
25 
 
 

26 27   28  29  
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SPRING FLING  



 

MUSEUM AND NATURE SHOP 

HOURS 

Tuesday - Thursday: 12- 4 PM 

Friday & Saturday: 9 - 4 PM 

 

ADMISSION :  

12 & Over:   $5 

Children 3-12:  $3 

Family– up to 2 adults, 4 children: $15 

Age 55+:   $4 

MJC students w/ID: free 

Call for group prices 

Parking M-F:  $2 

 

How to reach us: 

Phone (209) 575-6196 

Fax (209) 575-6466 

Email: greatvalleymuseum@mjc.edu 

Email Traveling Teachers: 

flematem@mjc.edu 

Web Page Address 

www.mjc.edu/gvm 

 

  

Like us on Facebook 

Non- Profit 
Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No.25 
Modesto, CA Yosemite Community College District 

Great Valley Museum at Modesto Junior College 

Mailing Address:  

435 College Avenue, Modesto, CA 95350 

Phone: (209) 575-6196 

Location: MJC West Campus 

2201 Blue Gum Ave. 

1st Floor of Science Community Center 

SPRING  2015 

or Current Resident  

MUSEUM BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President: Jodi Karambela 

Vice President:    Jackie Wimberley   

Treasurer: Tim Fisher      

Secretary:  James McAndrews 

YCCD Board Representative:     Anne DeMartini 

  

Roger Gohring Elizabeth McInnes    

Jeff Kahler, DVM Deborah Martin   

Diana Loomis   Denise Vieira  

 Joyce Stetler   

     

      

      

       

  

 

MUSEUM STAFF 

Dean for Science, Math and Engineering:  Dr. Brian Sanders 

Museum Specialist-Outreach Education:   Molly Flemate 

Nature Shop Manager/Program Assistant:    

Senior Curator:  Stan W. Elems 

Curator of Vertebrates:  Guy Van Cleave  

Curator:  Teri Curtis  


