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African American Education Conference  
Planning Committee 
November 19, 2019 

Student Services Building, Room 203 
11:30am-12:30pm 

Conference Purpose: The purpose of the African American Education Conference is to enrich and 
empower current and future Modesto Junior College students to be successful in pursuing higher 

education.  
 

Minutes 
 

I. Committee Members Present:  

Name Department 

Michael Jackson (Co-chair) DSPS & Veterans Services 

Dejeune Shelton (Co-chair)  Career Services 

Dr. Jacquelyn Forte DSPS 

Venesse Metcalf Faculty – Human Services, Business, 
Behavioral & Social Science 

Duana Demus-Leslie Faculty – Music, Arts, Humanities & 
Communications 

Cheryl Williams-Jackson Faculty – Human Services, Business, 
Behavioral & Social Science 

Alejandra Espinoza Campus Life & Student Learning 

Rebecca Tilger Student Services 

 
II. Welcome 

 
III. Review of Minutes  

 
IV. Review of Conference Agenda 

a. The committee nominated Cheryl Williams-Jackson and Duana Demus-Leslie to be the 
MC’s at the conference. There were no objections. 

b. Alejandra will ask Ricky Latour if he can perform the pre-conference opening drumming. 
To help with the incentive for his services during the pre-conference and the first 
entertainment session, Dejeune has asked that $375 be offered for his services, with 
dinner included and for Ricky to bring any advertising that includes his name to help 
market at the conference. There were no objections.  

c. Dejeune will speak with Umoja leader Al Smith for imagery, videos and language to bring 
in the ancestors during the conference opening. Duana has volunteered to also help.  

d. Dr. James Houpis has confirmed for the welcome address. Will need confirmation from 
ASMJC President Mikayla Ramirez. BSU President Chanel Johnson has been confirmed. 

e. The quote for the dinner is $1,625 for 125 people. Dejeune will get confirmation from the 
vendor. The food will be served buffet style. ASMJC will be helping to serve dinner.  
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f. The drumming during the first entertainment session will performed by Ricky Latour. He 
is asking for $300. He will perform from 6:30 PM to 6:40 PM. Deon Cavin has been 
confirmed for the spoken word performance.  

g. For the Session #1 Panel Discussion, Dejeune has asked that Tracey Potts be the 
facilitator. Cheryl will reach out to Tracey for confirmation. The panel will consist of 
students. They will share their student experience at MJC. Dejeune will work on the 
questions and has asked the committee for their input. She would also like the audience 
to have input and ask questions. Michael will facilitate MJC related questions.  

h. Dr. Forte will get confirmation from the Omega Psi Phi Steppers for the second 
entertainment session from 7:25 PM to 7:35 PM. They are asking for $500 for their 
services. The steppers will be marketed to students to help get them familiar with what 
they do.   

i. A video showing an interview done by Civil Rights Advocate and Congressman Elijah 
Cummings will be incorporated into Session #2 with LaKiesha McDonald.  

j. Dejeune will work on the details of the conference agenda.  
 

V. Theme 
a. The Call to Action: “The Ancestors are not yelling, they are shouting”.  

 
VI. Committee Member Task Reports 

a. Dejeune will be setting up the Eventbrite page for the conference today. The registration 
will initially be limited to 125. She is working on the videos. She is contacting the BSU’s in 
the district and setting up appointments. Communication needs to open up both ways 
and a relationship be established. Dejeune asked the committee to send her images from 
past AAEC conferences. They will be used as collages to create basic flyers to send out to 
community leaders while waiting for the official flyer to be printed. She is working with 
the Gallo Center for joint advertisements and marketing.  

b. John submitted a video to Dejeune and it was viewed by the committee. The video will be 
used as an invitation to the conference. Dejeune and LaKiesha discussed changing some 
of the images and making the words more relevant to current situations. Suggestions 
from the committee include: shaping the imagery of the words; having one set of the 
words reflecting issues and the other set of words being positive; having the last set of 
words reflect the Call to Action; removing the collages and having all of the pictures 
single and positive; using pictures of the Rise Up Center, Umoja Conference and last 
year’s AAEC conference. The video will be revamped for the conference. Dejeune will 
send the video to the committee and ask for their input and feedback.  

c. Duana suggested that contact needs to be made at Oakdale High School. Dr. Forte will 
reach out.  

d. Other miscellaneous discussions included recognizing elders that attend the conference 
and giving presentations in the classrooms in Spring 2020.  

 
VII. Budget Review 

 
VIII. Marketing Discussion 

a. The new flyer is pending. Michael is still waiting on a response to his email.  
b. There will be outreach and a big push to MJC students to attend.  

 

 
 


