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Resolutions

We're glad you're here!
MJC is proud to address your needs as we work with you

to provide resources, a safe environment in which to

share your experiences, and the information needed to

reach your personal goals. We are proud to serve

LGBTQ + students because we believe in upholding

student equity

"LGBTQ+ By Birth, Fabulous By Choice"

email: mjclgbtq@yosemite.edu

website: 

mjc.edu/studentservices/equity/lgbtqsupport.php

 ...
 
MJC Celebrates PRIDE
MJC Administration invests in the inaugural celebration

of Pride Month at MJC. Check out a video from our

event: www.youtube.com/watch?v=RwR_PxvAXuU

Highlights
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 For many LGBTQ+ students, college is a place and opportunity to develop community, and better

understand their intersectional identity. Having a supportive environment is paramount to students'

mental health, and for their chance at a brighter future. 

The MJC LGBTQ+ Advocates participated in MJC Foundation's first Day of Giving, community

members donated funds to create a scholarship to show LGBTQ+ students that the MJC community is

in their corner. We invite you to help us grow our scholarship fund for next year by donating at:

https:tinyurl.com/mjcLGBTQ

 There were many qualified recipients, the committee selected students for their academic

accomplishments and their dedicated community service. MJC LGBTQ+ Advocates are proud to

introduce this year's recipients (continued on page 3).  
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Scholarship Donors
Many Anonymous Donors

Sue A.

Ryan Amaral

Jessica Brennan

Lynn Bristow

Liz Camboia

Shaila Christofferson- In memory of Mickey Johnson

Annaliese Hausler-Akpovi

Andrew Hayes

Crystal Hinchman

Bobby Hutchison

Amber Johnson

Ashley Kipple

Steven Miller

Sabrina Miranda

Schimjel Skaria

Kathy Short- Enjoy the wonder of being your unique self.

Travis Silvers & Family

Tanya Smith

Sara Stevenson

Dorinda Young

Jennifer Zellet

Inaugural LGBTQ+Scholarship

https://secure.qgiv.com/event/mjcgive/classification/258488/
https://secure.qgiv.com/event/mjcgive/classification/258488/


Daniel Chavez

 Daniel is beginning his second semester at Modesto Junior College with a dedicated focus on

Substance Abuse Counseling, Chemical Dependency and Human Services. Daniel started off his

career as a professional Makeup artist for 21 years before making a major change in his life and

education goals, due to his own personal experience. Daniel is a recovering addict who has a passion

and purpose for helping his LGBTQ+ brothers and sisters in our community get clean and sober.

Daniel knows that one addict helping another is without parallel and that the LGBTQ+ community

is in need of role models who have been at rock bottom and found a way to climb out of the

darkness of addiction. Daniel is currently working in the SUD field and he is using the amazing

education and tools at MJC to better his understanding of making a difference in someone’s life.

Daniel is working to give the suffering addict a second chance at a first rate life. 

 This has been an exciting year for Daniel and the gifts that recovery and education offer are

manifesting in his life. Daniel will marry his husband Casey on July 18th, 2021. He is also the

Fundraising and Entertainment Chair for the Narcotics Anonymous 2021 Convention in Modesto

Ca. and Daniel was recently casted in Modesto Performing Arts rendition of West Side Story

performing at the Gallo Theater this summer. Not to mention Daniel’s continued education with

MJC including summer classes and a full fall schedule. 

 Daniel is grateful for this award and will use this scholarship to the fullest. He will be one of the

champions leading the fight against addiction by walking hand in hand with our struggling

community. If you or anyone you know is looking to get clean, Daniel will be there waiting to hold

our hands though the journey.

PRIDE SCHOLAR |  ISSUE 0103



Hi there, 

My name is Francisco and I am now an Alumni of the MJC Dance

Program and now a current SJSU Spartan. I am currently studying

dance with hopes of later on achieving a Master's of Fine Arts

degree so I can become a Professor of Dance like my honorable

professors Kim T. Davis and Maggie Sniffen. I felt welcomed and

like I had a space to learn and grow thanks to them and I would

like to provide a safe place for all my students and give them the

best experience I can give like the one I was given here at MJC. I

am grateful to be receiving this scholarship as it will help me a lot

within my higher education as it will help pay for my education as

higher education isn’t known to be the most affordable. It will

allow me to pay for some school supplies so I can be successful

and hopefully graduate on time so I can take out less loans. I

couldn’t have achieved what I have achieved now without such a

supportive and loving faculty. I am forever grateful.

Thank You,

Francisco Del Valle

MJC Dance Alumni 21’

SJSU BFA Dance Major
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Hector Flores
Hello, 

My name is Hector Flores and I have the honor of

being selected as a scholarship recipient! I am

currently a 2nd-year student at MJC majoring in

Agriculture Business. I plan to transfer out to a 4-

year University in hopes to become involved in

law and help advocate for the rights of LGBTQ+

individuals. I am so thankful for this opportunity

and look forward to making a difference for the

community! 

Francisco Del Valle



           I am Holly Wilson and I just graduated from

MJC this Spring as a Child Development and

Psychology major. I am transferring to Sacramento

State University this Fall into the Child

Development Social and Community B.A. Program.

At Sac State, I will be earning a Masters in Child

Development and a minor in Art. I plan on

becoming an art therapist for children, adolescents,

and young adults who would benefit from creative

expression, emotional regulation, and building self-

esteem. My future goal is to create a safe

community space where people from all diverse

backgrounds can come together and create art,

connect socially, be themselves, and heal from

trauma. As an advocate for suicide prevention and

survivor of suicide, I know how important and

valuable supportive community programs can be

for people, especially the LGBTQ+ community. I

was in my third semester at MJC in 2018 when I

came out to my family and the world, so having an

overwhelming amount of advocates on campus for

LGBTQ+ rights meant a lot to me during my time

here at MJC. I am grateful and truly honored to

accept this scholarship from the MJC LGBTQ+

Advocacy group. This scholarship will help me get

closer to achieving my educational goals, thank

you!!! 

Holly Wilson
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 Pride celebrations have been popping up all over the country during the month of

June—commemorating the fight for LGBTQ+ equality. In their own words, parents

of LGBTQ+ kids and adults tell “CBS This Morning” about their own acceptance

journeys and why they are proud of their children.

CBS June 25, 2021

Preferred Name
Process

Email Cheryl Chavez chavezC@mjc.edu to update

your Canvas name.

You will receive an email when the update has

been made to the master list.

Recommended - Email your instructor (s) to let

them know your Canvas name will be different

from Piratesnet for submitting final grades.

Pronoun options and steps for updating in Canvas

1.

2.

3.

Add Pronoun in Canvas

Pronouns Matter - What pronouns are and how to use

them
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Parents of LGBTQ+ children
share why they are proud

Wendy VonSosen, right, marches with her family in the 2017 San Francisco Pride parade.Courtesy of Mama Dragons

https://www.mypronouns.org/
http://people.mjc.edu/chavezch
https://guides.instructure.com/m/4214/l/1184747-how-do-i-enable-personal-pronouns-in-an-account#add-pronoun-option
https://lgbt.ucsf.edu/pronounsmatter
https://www.cbsnews.com/video/parents-of-lgbtq-children-share-why-they-are-proud/?fbclid=IwAR1s-U8sIu0Cy3OMDBA9a3ajrPxZlYI663v6NSMgALThAVnF1NvWMRHPiHM#x


“There Is No Pride For Some Of Us Without Liberation For All Of Us.”
-Marsha P. Johnson

On 28 June 1969, the New York police raided Stonewall Inn, a gay bar in Greenwich Village on grounds that New York did not grant a
license to bars that served gay people. They arrested 13 people that day. Marsha ‘Pay it no mind’ Johnson, an African-American
transwoman from New Jersey, became a key figure in the events that followed the incident and the subsequent LGBTQ+ rights movement
that it gave birth to. Amidst the Black Lives Matter movement and Pride month, Marsha – a forgotten hero behind the LGBTQ+ rights
movement – emerged as a symbol of black and trans power. Incidentally, I recently stumbled upon a documentary on her called ‘The Death
and Life of Marsha P Johnson directed by David France, and was in awe of this unsung hero, this torchbearer of Pride – who until recently
was forgotten in the shadow of racism and transphobia.
Having resisted arrest on 28th June, Marsha and her friends led a series of protests that became the rallying cry for the LGBTQ+ rights
movement, including the famous Stonewall riots. A month after the protests, they organized the first open pride march that took place in
New York – a pivotal moment for the LGBTQ+ community everywhere. Marsha, along with her friend Sylvia Rivera, also founded ‘STAR
– Street Transvestite Action Revolutionaries’ – an organization to support gay and trans individuals who had been left homeless.
The documentary started with Victoria, a member of the Anti-Violence Project investigating the death of Marsha – years after her death
being declared a suicide by the NYPD. Marsha’s body was found in the Hudson river in 1992, and the incident was suspected to be a hate
crime by her friends and admirers. They believed that to say she killed herself was an insult to her for she had “too much to live for and was
too full of life”.
Being an economically disadvantaged African-American transwoman, Marsha’s identities – with regards to race, class, and gender –
overlapped when it came to vulnerability and discrimination, yet she chose to live a life helping others and her legacy lives on today in
organizations such as the Marsha P Johnson Institute, which protects and defends the rights of black trans persons. Being a pivotal and
admired figure in her life, the disregard of her potential murder as suicide was an injustice to her memory and her legacy. The best way to
pay her homage, Victoria believed, was to get her justice in death. Owing to the pressure put on the NYPD to re-investigate the facts
surrounding Marsha’s death, her case was reopened in 2012 and remains so to this day. 
Within the course of her investigation, Victoria met and interviewed Marsha’s friends who stood alongside her in the fight for their rights.
While Pride has now become synonymous to a celebration of non-binary gender identities, sexuality, love, and freedom – Marsha’s
companions in the movement talked about how at the forefront of it stood the homeless drag queens and Latinx-Black women whose
contributions have been disregarded for too long. It also uncovered some horrific facts about hate crimes against the LGBTQ+ community.
The year Marsha died alone had recorded 1300 cases of attack on the LGBTQ+ community by civilians and police alike – but most of these
didn’t get their due attention from media. Even today, the non-binary community remains vulnerable to hate crimes and harassment, with
nearly 1 in 5 hate crimes motivated by anti-LGBTQIA+ rhetoric.
As we witness and stand in solidarity with movements like Black Lives Matter against racially motivated crimes and against the
discriminatory administrative policy of the American government that takes away the right to healthcare for trans persons – it is pivotal to
acknowledge and celebrate people like Marsha P Johnson, who stood in the forefront of such historical movements. Recently, the Mayor of
New York renamed the East River State Park in Brooklyn to ‘The Marsha P Johnson State Park’ and announced there will be a statue
created in her honor, to be unveiled in 2021.
Yet for a long time, the role played by black and Latinx trans women for LGBTQIA+ rights have been dismissed, even though their political
and cultural contributions are deeply relied on for the progress of the community. Even today, these communities continue to face
discrimination outside and inside the queer community and are often left to fend for themselves. Therefore, it’s important to acknowledge
that while we’re celebrating Pride Month, we stand side by side with vulnerable communities and realize that we aren’t truly free until we
ensure that people with multiple vulnerabilities are free too. Or in the words of Marsha P Johnson – “(there is) no pride for some of us
without liberation for all of us”.

Dubey, A. (2020, July 20). What we need to know about Marsh P. Johnson and the First Pride. Https://Inbreakthrough.Org/Marsha-p-J 
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Mission Statement
MJC’s LGBTQ+ Mentorship Program aims to support LGBTQ+ students to thrive as their authentic selves. Through
one-on-one mentoring, social events, educational workshops and connecting students to resources, our goal is to
provide a safe place for our participants to grow as a whole--both inside and outside the classroom.

Are you an MJC student who wants to join our program!?
Check out the mentor bio’s by scanning QR code and complete the application
when you are ready. Scan QR code to access Mentorship Webpage:
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Join MJC LGBTQ+ Advocates at our next meeting!
We regularly meet the 2nd Thursday of each month, register today to calendar meetings on your calendar (click
on image below)

https://cccconfer.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJEqduqvpzMjGtWzrHgN4VonXnwq-wK4aW5Z

