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LANDSCAPE DESIGN APPROACH: 
 
LANDSCAPE DESIGN: 
 
The landscape design features the use of drought tolerant plants that are appropriate for the climate at 
the project site.  Plants have been carefully selected to have various colors and textures to provide 
visual interest throughout the year, but especially during the school year when the majority of students 
and staff are on campus.  Plant sizes were selected to insure the plant growth at maturity is appropriate 
for the location and will not require excessive pruning or maintenance.  We have used shorter lived 
perennials sparingly so the vast majority of plant materials will be sustainable for many years to come.  
The inorganic gravel topdressing mulch will provide an attractive all weather surface that will keep the 
shoes of students and staff clean to help protect the floor surfaces inside campus buildings to reduce 
maintenance.  In short the design is maintenance friendly and will conserve water and be sustainable 
into the future. 
 
 
IRRIGATION DESIGN: 
 
The irrigation design features the use of high efficient spray sprinklers and low flow bubblers in new 
irrigation areas.  These features coupled with the upgraded irrigation controllers with weather sensors 
to allow for active weather control will significantly improve the irrigation efficiency in selected areas.  
This will help provide an attractive landscape while using the minimum amount of irrigation water.  
Durable and sustainable materials have been used to make sure the design is maintenance friendly.  In 
short the design provides maintenance staff the tools needed to provide an attractive water conserving 
landscape that students and staff can enjoy for years to come. 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHRUB PICTURES 
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   BACCHARIS X ‘STARN’ P.P. #11240 
THOMPSON TM 

 
 
 
 

Similar in growth habit to Baccharis x 
‘Centennial’, this patented clone can be 
used in mass plantings to cover large   
areas on golf courses, streetscapes, or 
other commercial projects. This spreading 
shrub stays green all year, and tolerates 
extreme heat and reflected heat. This 
clone is a male plant, which means that it 
does not produce the messy white fluff 
(seed head litter) produced in abundance 
by the female ‘Centennial’. As a male 
plant, Thompson™ also eliminates the 
production of unwanted seedlings. If   
possible, avoid planting or pruning this 
plant in the hot summer months. Once 
plants are established, cut back the irriga-
tion by 30% to help maintain a more 
compact size. Thompson™ is easily  
identified by the patent tag.  

AT A GLANCE SUMMARY 

SIZE (H X W) 3 feet x 4-5 feet 

FLOWER COLOR 
 

Inconspicuous 

FLOWER SEASON Fall 

WATER Low to Moderate 

GROWTH RATE Moderate 

HARDINESS 0º F, USDA Zone 6 

PRUNING Shear in Early Fall 

EXPOSURE Full Sun 



BOUTELOUA GRACILIS ‘BLOND AMBITION’ P.P. 22048 
 BLOND AMBITION BLUE GRAMA  

 

Selected by renowned plantsman David 
Salmon of High Country Gardens in 
Santa Fe, this showy selection of blue 
grama grass has huge chartreuse flowers 
that dance above the foliage. They mature 
into long-lasting blond seedheads that add 
interest all year. This     selection of blue 
grama is larger than the species, growing 
to 30-36 inches tall. The narrow green 
leaves dry to a tan color in the winter 
months. This warm-season, clumping 
grass is extremely cold hardy and durable. 
Plant in full sun, but provide ample sum-
mer irrigation in the low deserts to main-
tain a lush green look. It will benefit from 
a good hard pruning or mowing in the 
early spring to remove dormant winter 
foliage and spent flower spikes. USDA 
Zone 4.   

AT A GLANCE SUMMARY 

SIZE (H X W) 2.5-3 feet x 2.5-3 feet  

FLOWER COLOR 
 

Green to purple 

FLOWER SEASON Spring - Summer 

WATER Low 

GROWTH RATE Fast 

HARDINESS -20º F, USDA Zone 4 

PRUNING Cut back in spring 

EXPOSURE Full sun 
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   BULBINE FRUTESCENS 
TINY TANGERINE ™ 

 

AT A GLANCE SUMMARY 

SIZE (H X W) 1 foot x 1.5 feet  

FLOWER COLOR 
 

Orange 

FLOWER SEASON Fall, winter, spring 

WATER Low 

GROWTH RATE Fast 

HARDINESS 10º F, USDA Zone 7 

PRUNING Occasional thinning 

EXPOSURE Full sun, part shade 

New from Mountain States, this dwarf form 
of the orange Bulbine is great for small 
spaces. Native to South Africa, this clumping 
succulent spreads by rhizomes (underground 
stems) to create low mounds to one foot tall 
by 1.5 feet wide. The cylindrical succulent, 
dark green leaves are about 4 – 6 inches long, 
resembling those of green onions. From fall 
through spring the plants are topped by 12-
inch-long spikes of orange flowers. For the 
low desert, some shade is recommended to 
avoid leaf tip burn. It is ideal in containers,  
as an understory plant beneath desert trees,  
or in tight plantings places along sidewalks 
and entries. Plant in full sun to part shade, 
and in well-drained soils.  Hardy to 10° F.  
USDA Zone 7. 





 

 

CALLISTEMON viminalis ‘Little John’ 





 

 

 

CAMELLIA japonica ‘Kramers Supreme’ 
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   CHRYSACTINIA MEXICANA 
DAMIANITA 

 

This small, compact shrub grows to 
form a dense rounded mound, with 
needlelike green leaves and yellow 
daisy-like flowers. Its tiny leaves 
have a sweet-smelling aroma when 
crushed. In the fall and spring it is 
transformed into a vibrant, bright  
yellow mound of tiny daisy-like 
flowers. Damianita is a very tough, 
durable plant, tolerating extreme 
heat and cold. It should be planted 
in full sun and well-drained soil. 
Over time, this plant can become 
woody. Light shearing in late 
spring will remove the old flower 
heads and encourage new growth.  

AT A GLANCE SUMMARY 

SIZE (H X W) 2 feet x 2 feet 

FLOWER COLOR 
 

Yellow 

FLOWER SEASON Spring, Fall 

WATER Low 

GROWTH RATE Slow - Moderate 

HARDINESS 0º F, USDA Zone 6 

PRUNING Late Spring 

EXPOSURE Full Sun 





 

 

COTINUS coggygria ‘Royal Purple’ 
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EREMOPHILA GLABRA ‘MINGENEW GOLD’ 
OUTBACK SUNRISE EMU 

 

How exciting to find an evergreen,      
durable groundcover to add to our plant 
palette! Outback Sunrise is native to  
Australia, but thrives in our extreme 
Phoenix heat. It has proven itself in road-
way plantings in the master-planned  
community of Verrado, on the outskirts 
on Phoenix. Outback Sunrise withstands 
full sun and  reflected heat, but will also 
perform well in light shade. It is very 
drought tolerant once established, and it 
grows quickly. Masses of tubular  yellow 
flowers cover the plant through the 
spring. USDA Zone 8. 

AT A GLANCE SUMMARY 

SIZE (H X W) 1’ x 6-10’ 

FLOWER COLOR 
 

Yellow 

FLOWER SEASON Spring 

WATER Low 

GROWTH RATE Fast 

HARDINESS 15º F, USDA Zone 8 

PRUNING None 

EXPOSURE Full sun to part shade 



 

JUNIPERUS chinensis 'Torulosa' Hollywood Juniper. 



 

LAGERSTROEMIA 'Dynamite', Red Crape Myrtle, Multi Trunk form. 







 

 

LANTANA montevidensis ‘Trailing Lavender’ 

 

 







 

 

LOROPETALUM chinense ‘Burgundy’ 



 

MAGNOLIA soulagiana 'Alexandrina', Saucer Magnolia, Multi Trunk Form. 



 

 

MAGNOLIA soulangiana ‘Alexandrina’ 
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MUHLENBERGIA CAPILLARIS 
 REGAL MIST ® 

 

This native of east Texas can literally stop 
traffic during fall bloom! The haze of 
deep pink flowers covering the plant is 
especially stunning when backlit by the 
sun. Regal Mist ® is a small clump grass 
with narrow, glossy green leaves. The 
foliage forms a dense rosette with the 
frothy flowers adding another 1-2 feet of 
height in the fall months. This fast-
growing plant should be cut nearly to the 
ground in late winter or early spring to 
remove the brown leaves and spent flow-
ers. In cold regions it will turn winter  
dormant. Regal Mist ® thrives in full sun 
and reflected heat locations, and even  
tolerates light shade. It is adapted to a 
wide range of soils. While it will survive 
with very little water, it needs ample    
irrigation to look its best in the summer-
time.  Reseeding has not been an issue. 

AT A GLANCE SUMMARY 

SIZE (H X W) 3 feet x 3 feet 
 

FLOWER COLOR Pinkish Red 

FLOWER SEASON Fall 

WATER Moderate 

GROWTH RATE Fast 

HARDINESS 0º F, USDA Zone 6 

PRUNING Shear in Late Winter 

EXPOSURE Full Sun, Reflected 
Sun, Filtered Sun 
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   MUHLENBERGIA EMERSLEYI EL TORO® 
BULL GRASS 

 

El Toro®  grows in dense colonies in oak wood-
lands from Arizona to Texas. This clone was    
collected in southeastern Arizona, and was       
selected for its showy rosy-purple panicles. This 
petite, dense grass grows to about 2 feet tall and 
wide, with a slightly coarse texture. The long 
blue-green leaves are wider than the other 
Muhlenbergia species discussed here. In the fall 
months it sends up masses of loose, rosy-purple 
flower spikes, which dry to a tan color in the   
winter. This is one of the most drought-tolerant 
muhlys, and thrives in full sun and reflected heat 
locations. It also handles shady exposures, almost 
any soils, and is hardy to at least –10 F.  A vigor-
ous spring pruning will remove any dormant foli-
age and flower spikes. Be careful not to cut back 
during the hot summer months!    USDA Zone 6. 

AT A GLANCE SUMMARY 

SIZE (H X W) 2 feet x 2-3 feet  

FLOWER COLOR 
 

Light Purple 

FLOWER SEASON Fall 

WATER Moderate 

GROWTH RATE Fast 

HARDINESS -10º F, USDA Zone 6 

PRUNING Cut back in early spring 

EXPOSURE Full sun, part shade 





 

PITTOSPORUM tobira 'Varigata', Variagated Tobira. 



 

RHAPHIOLEPIS indica, 'Enchantress', Indian Hawthorn. 





 

 

RHAPHIOLEPIS umbellate ‘Minor’ 
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SPHAERALCEA AMBIGUA LOUIS HAMILTON™ 
GLOBE MALLOW 

 

This native perennial has a relaxed, sprawling 
form that mixes well with other desert plants. 
The Louis Hamilton™ clone blooms profusely 
in the spring with large watermelon-red      
blossoms. It can also flower intermittently 
through the spring and fall. Globe mallow starts 
to look rangy after flowering, and should be cut 
back to about six inches tall in the early fall. 
Soon after, it will generate many fresh herba-
ceous stems from the woody base, quickly 
reaching a height and width of three feet in one 
growing season. The small, grayish-green, three 
lobed leaves are covered with tiny hairs that can 
be quite irritating. Be sure to wear gloves and 
long sleeves when pruning this plant! Globe 
mallow is hardy to -10º F, and is extremely 
drought tolerant. It performs best in full sun and 
reflected heat exposures. USDA Zone 6. 

AT A GLANCE SUMMARY 

SIZE (H X W) 2 foot x 2-3 feet  

FLOWER COLOR 
 

Red 

FLOWER SEASON Spring through Fall 

WATER Low 

GROWTH RATE Fast 

HARDINESS -10º F, USDA Zone 6 

PRUNING Cut back in winter 

EXPOSURE Full sun 



 

TRACHELOSPERMUM asiaticum, Asian Star Jasmine. 







 

 

XYLOSMA congestum 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TREE PICTURES 



 

ACER platanoides, Norway Maple Tree. 



 

CEDRUS deodara, Cedar Tree. 
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   CHILOPSIS LINEARIS ‘BUBBA’ 
 DESERT WILLOW 

 

The whimsical namesake of this particular 
selection of desert willow  -  ‘Bubba’ is a  
reference to just how vigorous and brawny 
this tree can be.  Chilopsis linearis ‘Bubba’ 
has the capacity to easily grow up to 30 feet 
tall in the landscape. Starting in late spring 
and summer ‘Bubba’ will produce a copious 
amount of large, dark burgundy, fragrant 
flowers. This is a winter deciduous tree that 
will cover itself during the warm season with 
slender, glossy, dark green leaves.  Like 
other desert willows ‘Bubba’ is a great 
choice for a heat tolerant, low maintenance, 
water-wise tree for a sunny landscape. It will 
produce seed pods but usually fewer than 
most.  ‘Bubba’ desert willow is hardy to –10°  
and USDA zone 6. 

AT A GLANCE SUMMARY 

SIZE (H X W) 25 to 30 feet 

FLOWER COLOR 
 

Burgundy 

FLOWER SEASON Summer 

WATER Low to Moderate 

GROWTH RATE Moderate to Fast 

HARDINESS -10º F, USDA Zone 6 

PRUNING Prune to shape 

EXPOSURE Full Sun 



 

 

LAURUS nobilus ‘Saratoga’ 





 

PISTACIA chinensis 'Keith Davey', Chinese Pistache Tree. 





 

 

PRUNUS cerasifera ‘Krauter Vesuvius’ 


