
(MODESTO, CA) — Modesto Junior College (MJC) was selected as one of only four California community colleges to 
pilot the bold Invention and Inclusive Innovation (I3) Initiative. The I3 Initiative is a collaboration between the California 
Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office and Lemelson-MIT, a national leader in advancing invention education. “This 
initiative aims to spark innovation in every region of the State to address small challenges that impact dozens of people 
to big challenges that are disrupting the lives of thousands of people,” said California Community Colleges Chancellor 
Eloy Ortiz Oakley. Through its participation in the I3 initiative, Modesto Junior College will help increase access to inven-
tion education to communities who have historically been underrepresented in the innovation and invention economy, 
but whose life experiences provide valuable insights and perspectives to tackle systemic changes. 

Modesto Junior College faculty launched the program on July 19, 2021, while working closely with Central Valley native 
and executive director of the Lemelson-MIT Program, Stephanie Couch. “Having grown up in the Central Valley and 
attended a California community college, I know first-hand the impact community colleges have on a young person’s 
life,” shared Stephanie Couch, executive director of the Lemelson-MIT Program.

The Modesto Junior College pilot program consists of a free 10-day workshop designed to catalyze innovation and inven-
tion to solve social problems through creative problem-solving and entrepreneurial thinking. Over the course of 
60-hours of instruction, high school and college students are split into teams and tasked to invent technological solutions 
to real-world problems of their choosing. Teams heard presentations from local non-profit, government, and business 
leaders highlighting current community needs. The problems selected varied from improving the success of online class-
es, increasing life-skills education in schools, to the mitigation of dangerous heat exposure to livestock. 

The I3 workshop culminates in a design showcase where teams present the selected problem along with their prototype 
solutions, then participate in a question-and-answer session. The showcase, scheduled for August 2, 2021, will welcome 
guests in-person at Modesto Junior College West Campus, Pavilion Annex and virtually via live-stream. Each participant 
receives a completion award in the amount of $250, donated by local philanthropists, Norm and Evan Porges.  

Modesto Junior College students interested in continuing with invention education can register now for English 101 with 
an invention education theme (Sec 9508 or 9509). 

Community members interested in serving on an I3 Advisory Board please contact mjcinnovationmentors@yosemite.edu.

About Modesto Junior College
Modesto Junior College has served Modesto and surrounding areas since 1921. Its mission is to empower students to 
discover opportunities and reach their goals through access to and inclusion in higher education. As investors in society, 
Modesto Junior College will create and promote equity in education for every member of its diverse community.
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For program information visit www.mjc.edu/instruction/i3

Modesto Junior College  www.mjc.edu
Follow on Facebook  www.facebook.com/modestojuniorcollege
Follow on Instagram  www.instagram.com/modestojuniorcollege

MJC STUDENTS SOLVE COMMUNITY CHALLENGES WITH THREE I’S


