
31st ANNUAL

Educando los lideres de Mañana
EDUCATING TOMORROW’S LEADERS

CELEBRATING EDUCATION IN HISPANIC HERITAGE ON SATURDAY, MARCH 21, 2015

Hi!  My name is Nallely and 
I love MJC. I recently 
immigrated from Zacatecas, 
Mexico, and began attending 
Modesto Junior College. 
I am taking ESL and general 
education classes and plan 
on transferring to a 
University of California to 
complete a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Education and 
hope to become a Spanish 
teacher. I am having an 
excellent experience as a 
student at MJC.  
The instructors, tutors, 
and staff have been very 
helpful in mentoring me. 

 

“

”

MODESTO JUNIOR COLLEGE

JOIN OUR FAMILY
Unete a nuestra familia

D
esign: M

onika Schortner



Where are
YOU going?

You’re on the move.  

your interests, get to know yourself and 

of classes available at Modesto Junior 

one do you want to pursue?

Apply NOW to register for summer and 
fall classes. www.mjc.edu/apply

The keynote speaker is Jorge Perez, Director of the 
Department of Student, Parent and Community 
Support Services for Modesto City School District, 
who will share how he turned from  gang involve-
ment to complete his education and become a 
positive leader.

Jorge Perez was born in Mountain View, California, 
to parents who left Mexico in the early 1970’s in 
search of a better life.  He grew up on the East side 
of Salinas, a poor, disadvantaged part of the 
community that is prone to gangs. Despite living 
in these conditions, his parents taught him the 
values of hard work and respect, and the impor-
tance of an education.

Perez’ parents were farm workers who migrated to 
Yuma, Arizona each winter. During the winter 
when Perez was 10, his parents, decided to leave 
him and his older brother with relatives in Salinas 
so they could remain in the same school.  Unfortu-
nately, while they were away, Perez began associat-
ing with gang members, and by the age of 12 had 
developed a pattern of getting in trouble with the 
law. 

When his father died from a heart attack, 15-year 
old Perez further turned toward gangs and other 
dangerous behaviors, eventually spending time in 
juvenile hall.
    

Welcome

Keynote Speaker

In time, Perez was able to combine his “street smarts” with an education and turn his life around.  He credits his 
mother, who never gave up on him, and his 11th grade teacher, Mr. Smith, who became his mentor, while helping 
him. 

Perez became the first person in his family to graduate from high school, and in 2000 earned a Bachelor of Arts in 
Education from CSU Stanislaus.  In 2009 Perez earned a Master of Science in Educational Counseling with a Pupil 
Personnel Services (PPS) Credential from the University of La Verne.  Today he serves in educational leadership, and 
encourages students to stay in school and to pursue a higher education.

The purpose of this free conference is to expose Hispanic high school students to higher education, to a 
variety of occupations, and to motivate the youth to aspire to a successful academic life and career prepara-
tion. Students will attend workshops on career exploration; politics, community and family; youth leadership; 
science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) careers; preparing for careers in manufacturing or becom-
ing an attorney; Bridge and Project YES programs, and information sessions on MJC, California State University, 
Stanislaus (CSUS) and studying engineering and construction management at Fresno State University.  

!
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Welcome!

I am so glad that you are part of the 31st Annual Hispanic 

Education Conference today. The faculty, staff, and 

students of Modesto Junior College join me in welcoming 

you to campus and invite you to spend the day exploring 

different educational and career opportunities. Making a 

college decision can be stressful and filled with questions. 

Today, we are excited to present answers and share a 

glimpse of the wide variety of options available at MJC. 

The workshops today will provide information on college application, financial 

aid, and planning your career path. Your college choice has an impact not just on 

your future, but that of your family as well. As the mother of two sons in college, I 

am very well aware of the change that college brings to the student and family. I 

encourage you to explore and find the college that is the best fit for all involved.

At MJC, the wide range of high quality educational and career technical training 

programs are designed with you in mind. Our student support programs are 

focused on your educational success. I hope you enjoy the day and consider MJC 

as you plan for the future.

Sincerely,

Jill Stearns
President, Modesto Junior College
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What’s HEC?

For 93 years Modesto Junior College has set a standard of excellence in 
community college education. Modesto Junior College exemplifies the 
true mission of community colleges in that we serve students with various 
needs from a very diverse background. Continuing in that tradition, 
Modesto Junior College is pleased to present our 31st Annual Hispanic 
Education Conference (HEC).

For the last 31 years the Modesto Junior College Hispanic Education 
Conference has provided a motivating and inspiring day for our local 
youth. The purpose of this conference is to encourage local high school 
students to choose a career path, focus on a goal, consider attending 
college and provide them with a multitude of choices available to them 
upon completing high school.

The conference is highlighted by our many wonderful workshops, 
information booths, and various speakers. Community role models will 
facilitate workshops on Law Enforcement, Nursing, Business, Computer 
Science, Social Work, Engineering, and a variety of other special topics.

www.mjc.edu/HEC

“Never give up on a dream just because of the 
time it will take to accomplish it.  The time will 
pass anyway.”

                                             - Earl Nightingale
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Conference Agenda  

31st Annual 

Hispanic Education Conference  

Saturday, March 21, 2015  

  
Modesto Junior College  Performing & Media Arts Center  

 
  
 8:00 a.m.   Registration & Refreshments  
 
  
 8:30 a.m.   Masters of Ceremony  
     Leticia Cavazos, MJC Counselor  
     John Zamora, MJC Computer Science Professor  
 
       8:35 a.m.       Jill Stearns, MJC President 
 
 8:40 a.m.  Hispanic Youth Leadership Council (HYLC) Presentation    
     “A Case for Civic Engagement”  
            David Diaz Duran, HYLC Chairperson  
 

                             HYLC Speech Contest Finalist: 
                            Tristan Rivera, Orestimba High School  

 

                             HYLC Semi-Finalists:   
                         Damaris Esquivel, Enochs High School 

       Daisy Godinez, Pitman High School 
 
   
 8:50 a.m.   Keynote Speaker  
                       Jorge Perez, MS, PPS 
                           Director of Student, Parent & Community Support Services  
                             Modesto City Schools 
 
        

 9:50 a.m.   Directions to Workshops   
     Leticia Cavazos, Counselor, Modesto Junior College  
 

           Founders Hall Building and Performing & Media Arts Center 

     10:20 - 11:00 a.m. Session I Workshop  

     11:10 - 11:50 a.m. Session II Workshop  

     12:00 - 12:40 p.m. Session III Workshop  
 
   
 12:45 p.m.  Lunch  
     Entertainment  
     Informational Booths   
 
 2:00 p.m.   Program Ends  
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Workshops I have Selected
To maximize your time and opportunity to grow from this experience, please select the workshops you would like to attend 
for each time slot. We also recommend that you select an alternate workshop in case your first choice is full.

NOTE: Those who do not make selections ahead of time will be routed to available workshops by conference volunteers.

Session I  (10:20am - 11:00am)

  1st Choice: _______________   Room: ______________   Page: _______            2nd Choice: _______________   Room: ______________   Page: _______

Session II  (11:10am - 11:50am)

  1st Choice: _______________   Room: ______________   Page: _______            2nd Choice: _______________   Room: ______________   Page: _______

Session III  (12:00pm - 12:40pm)

  1st Choice: _______________   Room: ______________   Page: _______            2nd Choice: _______________   Room: ______________   Page: _______

Workshop Titles

1) Bridge Program  .........................................................................................................................................................................13

2) How to Prepare & Deliver a Speech Without Stress  ............................................................................................................8

3) Dream: Possibilities are Endless  ...................................................................................................................................... 8, 10

4) Politics, Community, Family  .......................................................................................................................................8, 10, 13

5) CSU Information Session  ........................................................................................................................................................10

6) Youth Leadership, Community and You  .............................................................................................................................10

7) Helping Youth Make the Connection to the World of Work  ................................................................................8, 10, 13

8) Apply Now!  ................................................................................................................................................................................13

9) Engineering and Construction Management at Fresno State  ..................................................................................... 8, 10

10) Career Exploration  ........................................................................................................................................................8, 10, 13

11) Being a Lawyer: An Open Discussion about the Practice of Law .........................................................................8, 11, 13

12) What you can do to become an attorney  .................................................................................................................8, 11, 13

13) El futuro de los medios de información en español impresos en California y Estados Unidos ...................................9, 11, 14

14) Psychology behind Mexicano-Chicano corridos and their libros  ........................................................................9, 11, 14

15) STEM Career Panel  ............................................................................................................................................................11, 14

16) Start Your Bachelor’s Degree at MJC  .............................................................................................................................11, 14

17) Preparing for a Career in Manufacturing  ............................................................................................................................11

18) Want to be a Nurse?  ......................................................................................................................................................9, 11, 14

19) The Role of Parents in Their Children’s Education  ................................................................................................9, 12, 14

20) M.E.Ch.A (Movimiento Estudiantil Chican@ de Aztlan) Past and Current  ...................................................................14

21) Selecting the Right College for You  ......................................................................................................................................12

22) Yo soy Chicano, Yo soy Latino Yo soy Mexican American: Who are we?  .......................................................................9

Session             Page (s)

I     II    III

X

X

X X

X X X

X

X

X X X

X

X X

X X X

X X X
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Workshops

Session I - 10:20am - 11:00am

2) How to Prepare & Deliver a Speech Without Stress
 David Diaz Duran, HYLC Chair Founders Hall 153
 Damaris Esquivel, Tristan Rivera, Daisy Godinez

 Student speakers from the Hispanic Youth Leadership Council will present their award winning 
speeches. They will share strategies on how a beginner can prepare and deliver a speech while learning 
and enjoying the experience. Attendees will be motivated and inspired by the student speakers.

3) Dream: Possibilities are Endless
 Barbara St. Urbain, MJC Counselor Founders Hall 154

 A presentation for undocumented students explaining the legal and financial benefits available to 
them to attend college (AB 540, Bog Fee Waiver, Cal Dream Act, Scholarships) and apply for Deferred 
Action.

4) Politics, Community, Family
 Tony Madrigal, Modesto City Councilmember District 2 and  Founders Hall 253
 Luis Molina, City of Patterson Mayor

 Do you want to have a career in politics? Do you want to know how to bring change to your 
community? What role does your family play in your political career? What are some steps you should 
be taking now if you want to be mayor, governor, congress member, senator, or president? What are 
the benefits of getting involved in student government? We’ll have a group conversation to answer 
these and other questions you may have.

7) Helping Youth Make the Connection to the World of Work
 Dustin Pack, Alejandra Aguilar, TJ Walker, Elida Zaragoza  Founders Hall 134

 Pre- Employment, work readiness, preparing youth to not only look for work, get that job, and keep 
that job. Youth will gain confidence in their job search endeavors and have a better understanding of 
what employers are expecting when youth walk in their doors seeking employment.

9) Engineering and Construction Management at Fresno State
 Rick Chacon Founders Hall 174

 Engineering and Construction Management at Fresno offers an exciting pathway to achieving your 
educational goal. The focus is on innovation, design, leadership, and service. The presentation will 
include a review of student projects, laboratories, and Fresno State Engineering and Construction 
management Superstars.

10) Career Exploration
 Kandy Woerz, SCOE Founders Hall 175

 Explore specific careers, what they do, how much they make, educational requirements, career majors 
and self-assessment.

11) Being a Lawyer: An Open Discussion about the Practice of Law
 Javier Guerrero, Jr.  Founders Hall 176

 A discussion aimed at becoming an attorney. Is the path to becoming a lawyer difficult? The road a 
long one? Is it worth it?

12) What you can do to become an attorney
 Mina L. Ramirez Founders Hall 214

 What attributes make you a good attorney, academic requirements, financial considerations, diversity 
of career,.
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Workshops continue...   
Session I - 10:20am - 11:00am

13) El futuro de los medios de información en español 
 impresos en California y Estados Unidos
 Armando A. Cervantes-Bastidas Founders Hall 216

 Su futuro en el estado dorado y el país. ¿Qué les depara?, ¿Se continuaran imprimiendo?,  
¿Desaparecerán por completo?, ¿No habrán más Periodistas ante la aparición y acceso a nuevas 
tecnologías? Diferencias entre medios de información de contenido liviano y aquellos con contenido 
analítico y debate crítico.

14) Psychology behind Mexicano-Chicano corridos and their libros
 Richard Soto, Founder of Biblioteca San Joaquin Murrieta Library Founders Hall 157

 Psychology behind the corrido using Libros, Corridos, and DVD’S to understand our history in the past 
and present.

18) Want to be a Nurse?
 Cecilia Vera, RN, BSN, MS &  Founders Hall 252
 Rosie Lopez, RN, BSN, MSN

 Learn the steps you will need to get into the field of nursing and the three different levels of nursing. 
The presenters will speak on the requirements for CNA, LVN and the Registered Nurse program. You 
will also learn about job duties, pay and job outlook for the future. Is nursing in your future?

19) The Role of Parents in Their Children’s Education
 Blanca Alvarado and Gabriela Ramirez  Founders Hall 254

 Families whose children are the first to attend college face the challenge of being unfamiliar with the 
college processes and expectations.  This workshop will analyze the role that family’s system values 
and cultural practices play in a student’s college persistence and graduation from college.  Parents 
will walk ways with lots of information to help them become strong advocates and supporters of their 
children’s education attainment.

22) Yo soy Chicano, Yo soy Latino Yo soy Mexican American: Who are we?
 Hector Duarte  Founders Hall 275

 The workshop will not only look at what label we use: Hispanic, Chicano, or Latino.  It will also look 
at the group from a statistical perspective on issues such as: Education, population, and culture.  The 
presenter would appreciate student participation and to have students share their ideas on the many 
issues affecting the Hispanic community.

“Our greatest weakness lies in giving up. The 
most certain way to succeed is always to try    
just one more time.”

                                         - Thomas A. Edison
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Workshops

Session II - 11:10am - 11:50am

3) Dream: Possibilities are Endless
 Barbara St. Urbain, MJC Counselor Founders Hall 154

 A presentation for undocumented students explaining the legal and financial benefits available to 
them to attend college (AB 540, Bog Fee Waiver, Cal Dream Act, Scholarships) and apply for Deferred 
Action.

4) Politics, Community, Family
 Tony Madrigal, Modesto City Councilmember District 2 and  Founders Hall 253
 Luis Molina, City of Patterson Mayor

 Do you want to have a career in politics? Do you want to know how to bring change to your 
community? What role does your family play in your political career? What are some steps you should 
be taking now if you want to be mayor, governor, congress member, senator, or president? What are 
the benefits of getting involved in student government? We’ll have a group conversation to answer 
these and other questions you may have.

5) CSU Information Session
 Miguel Pulido, CSU Admissions Counselor  Founders Hall 178

 Students will learn how to become admissible to the CSU system. An admissions counselor will review 
admission requirements, educational opportunities and support services available.

6) Youth Leadership, Community and You
 Stan. County Behavioral Health Founders Hall 151

 We invite you to discover ways that you can build strong relationships with your peers, community 
and family.

7) Helping Youth Make the Connection to the World of Work
 Dustin Pack, Alejandra Aguilar, TJ Walker, Elida Zaragoza  Founders Hall 134

 Pre- Employment, work readiness, preparing youth to not only look for work, get that job, and keep 
that job. Youth will gain confidence in their job search endeavors and have a better understanding of 
what employers are expecting when youth walk in their doors seeking employment.

9) Engineering and Construction Management at Fresno State
 Rick Chacon Founders Hall 174

 Engineering and Construction Management at Fresno offers an exciting pathway to achieving your 
educational goal. The focus is on innovation, design, leadership, and service. The presentation will 
include a review of student projects, laboratories, and Fresno State Engineering and Construction 
management Superstars.

10) Career Exploration
 Kandy Woerz, SCOE Founders Hall 175

 Explore specific careers, what they do, how much they make, educational requirements, career majors 
and self-assessment.
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Workshops continue...   
Session II - 11:10am - 11:50am

11) Being a Lawyer: An Open Discussion about the Practice of Law
 Javier Guerrero, Jr.  Founders Hall 176

 A discussion aimed at becoming an attorney. Is the path to becoming a lawyer difficult? The road a 
long one? Is it worth it?

12) What you can do to become an attorney
 Mina L. Ramirez Founders Hall 214

 What attributes make you a good attorney, academic requirements, financial considerations, diversity 
of career,.

13) El futuro de los medios de información en español 
 impresos en California y Estados Unidos
 Armando A. Cervantes-Bastidas Founders Hall 216

 Su futuro en el estado dorado y el país. ¿Qué les depara?, ¿Se continuaran imprimiendo?,  
¿Desaparecerán por completo?, ¿No habrán más Periodistas ante la aparición y acceso a nuevas 
tecnologías? Diferencias entre medios de información de contenido liviano y aquellos con contenido 
analítico y debate crítico.

14) Psychology behind Mexicano-Chicano corridos and their libros
 Richard Soto, Founder of Biblioteca San Joaquin Murrieta Library Founders Hall 157

 Psychology behind the corrido using Libros, Corridos, and DVD’S to understand our history in the past 
and present.

15) STEM Career Panel
 Dree Thomas, Eric Echeverria, Brent Wedge    Founders Hall 233

 Panel will discuss career trends in STEM and their experiences in college studying STEM majors and 
transitioning into STEM careers.

16) Start Your Bachelor’s Degree at MJC
 Leticia Cavazos, MJC Counselor  Founders Hall 235
 Alida Garcia, MJC Counselor
 Claudia Ramirez, MJC Counselor

 Successful Strategies for Students planning to attend Modesto Junior College after High School

17) Preparing for a Career in Manufacturing
 Rick Coffey  Founders Hall 251

 Provide a high-level and applicable introduction to the current and anticipated future skills for a 
successful career in manufacturing.

18) Want to be a Nurse?
 Cecilia Vera, RN, BSN, MS &  Founders Hall 252
 Rosie Lopez, RN, BSN, MSN

 Learn the steps you will need to get into the field of nursing and the three different levels of nursing. 
The presenters will speak on the requirements for CNA, LVN and the Registered Nurse program. You 
will also learn about job duties, pay and job outlook for the future. Is nursing in your future?
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Workshops continue...   
Session II - 11:10am - 11:50am

19) The Role of Parents in Their Children’s Education
 Blanca Alvarado and Gabriela Ramirez  Founders Hall 254

 Families whose children are the first to attend college face the challenge of being unfamiliar with the 
college processes and expectations.  This workshop will analyze the role that family’s system values 
and cultural practices play in a student’s college persistence and graduation from college.  Parents 
will walk ways with lots of information to help them become strong advocates and supporters of their 
children’s education attainment.

21) Selecting the Right College for You
 Elizabeth David  Founders Hall 257

 Selecting a college is an important, yet stressful and difficult decision for many prospective college 
students.  This workshop will explore the various factors that a student and their family should 
consider when deciding on which college to attend. The following topics will be discussed and 
explored: cost, location, major/career interest, college reputation, internships, and more.  A panel of 
college students will share retrospective thoughts about their college decision.

“Failure will never overtake me if my determination 
to succeed is strong enough.”

                                                             - Og Mandino

“Do you want to know who you are? Don’t ask. Act! 
Action will delineate and define you.”

                                                  - Thomas Jefferson
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Workshops continued on next page. 

Workshops

Session III - 12:00pm - 12:40pm

1) Bridge Program
 Hector Duarte, Kristen Robles, Amy Nevarez, and Leticia Blanco  Founders Hall 136

 The Bridge workshop is a program under the Extended Opportunity Programs and Services at Modesto 
Junior College.  This workshop is designed specifically for seniors in H.S.  The workshop will feature 
a panel of former Bridge Students who will share their experiences with the program.  The program 
pays for all of the expenses: books, fees, food, field trips, etc.  The program is an excellent start for 
any student who lacks motivation or confidence.

4) Politics, Community, Family
 Tony Madrigal, Modesto City Councilmember District 2 and  Founders Hall 253
 Luis Molina, City of Patterson Mayor

 Do you want to have a career in politics? Do you want to know how to bring change to your 
community? What role does your family play in your political career? What are some steps you should 
be taking now if you want to be mayor, governor, congress member, senator, or president? What are 
the benefits of getting involved in student government? We’ll have a group conversation to answer 
these and other questions you may have.

7) Helping Youth Make the Connection to the World of Work
 Dustin Pack, Alejandra Aguilar, TJ Walker, Elida Zaragoza  Founders Hall 134

 Pre- Employment, work readiness, preparing youth to not only look for work, get that job, and keep 
that job. Youth will gain confidence in their job search endeavors and have a better understanding of 
what employers are expecting when youth walk in their doors seeking employment.

8) Apply Now!
 Araceli Zarate Founders Hall 152

 Ready to come to MJC?  Apply Now! This workshop will help you register to the California Community 
College system and apply to Modesto Junior College.

10) Career Exploration
 Kandy Woerz, SCOE Founders Hall 175

 Explore specific careers, what they do, how much they make, educational requirements, career majors 
and self-assessment.

11) Being a Lawyer: An Open Discussion about the Practice of Law
 Javier Guerrero, Jr.  Founders Hall 176

 A discussion aimed at becoming an attorney. Is the path to becoming a lawyer difficult? The road a 
long one? Is it worth it?

12) What you can do to become an attorney
 Mina L. Ramirez Founders Hall 214

 What attributes make you a good attorney, academic requirements, financial considerations, diversity 
of career,.
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Workshops continue...   
Session III - 12:00pm - 12:40pm

13) El futuro de los medios de información en español 
 impresos en California y Estados Unidos
 Armando A. Cervantes-Bastidas Founders Hall 216

 Su futuro en el estado dorado y el país. ¿Qué les depara?, ¿Se continuaran imprimiendo?,  
¿Desaparecerán por completo?, ¿No habrán más Periodistas ante la aparición y acceso a nuevas 
tecnologías? Diferencias entre medios de información de contenido liviano y aquellos con contenido 
analítico y debate crítico.

14) Psychology behind Mexicano-Chicano corridos and their libros
 Richard Soto, Founder of Biblioteca San Joaquin Murrieta Library Founders Hall 157

 Psychology behind the corrido using Libros, Corridos, and DVD’S to understand our history in the past 
and present.

15) STEM Career Panel
 Dree Thomas, Eric Echeverria, Brent Wedge    Founders Hall 233

 Panel will discuss career trends in STEM and their experiences in college studying STEM majors and 
transitioning into STEM careers.

16) Start Your Bachelor’s Degree at MJC
 Leticia Cavazos, MJC Counselor  Founders Hall 235
 Alida Garcia, MJC Counselor
 Claudia Ramirez, MJC Counselor

 Successful Strategies for Students planning to attend Modesto Junior College after High School

18) Want to be a Nurse?
 Cecilia Vera, RN, BSN, MS &  Founders Hall 252
 Rosie Lopez, RN, BSN, MSN

 Learn the steps you will need to get into the field of nursing and the three different levels of nursing. 
The presenters will speak on the requirements for CNA, LVN and the Registered Nurse program. You 
will also learn about job duties, pay and job outlook for the future. Is nursing in your future?

19) The Role of Parents in Their Children’s Education
 Blanca Alvarado and Gabriela Ramirez  Founders Hall 254

 Families whose children are the first to attend college face the challenge of being unfamiliar with the 
college processes and expectations.  This workshop will analyze the role that family’s system values 
and cultural practices play in a student’s college persistence and graduation from college.  Parents 
will walk ways with lots of information to help them become strong advocates and supporters of their 
children’s education attainment.

20) M.E.Ch.A (Movimiento Estudiantil Chican@ de Aztlan) Past and Current
 Homero Mejia, Lorenza Figueroa, Edgar Yepez, and Jesus Lopez  Founders Hall 255

 MJC Student leaders will share the history of M.E.Ch.A club and will speak about current involvements 
and their involvement as current Mechistas.  MJC Student leaders will encourage and motivate 
incoming students to participate in campus life, higher education, community involvement, and 
cultural awareness.
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Notes

“Keep your eyes on the stars, and your feet on the ground.”

                                                           - Theodore Roosevelt
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Thank You Sponsors 
for your participation and support!

Muchas Gracias

Career Development and Transfer Center

College Facilities

Counseling Department

Duplicating Services

Facilities Operations

Food Services

Media Services

Performing and Media Arts Center
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Where are
YOU going?

You’re on the move.  

your interests, get to know yourself and 

of classes available at Modesto Junior 

one do you want to pursue?

Apply NOW to register for summer and 
fall classes. www.mjc.edu/apply

The keynote speaker is Jorge Perez, Director of the 
Department of Student, Parent and Community 
Support Services for Modesto City School District, 
who will share how he turned from  gang involve-
ment to complete his education and become a 
positive leader.

Jorge Perez was born in Mountain View, California, 
to parents who left Mexico in the early 1970’s in 
search of a better life.  He grew up on the East side 
of Salinas, a poor, disadvantaged part of the 
community that is prone to gangs. Despite living 
in these conditions, his parents taught him the 
values of hard work and respect, and the impor-
tance of an education.

Perez’ parents were farm workers who migrated to 
Yuma, Arizona each winter. During the winter 
when Perez was 10, his parents, decided to leave 
him and his older brother with relatives in Salinas 
so they could remain in the same school.  Unfortu-
nately, while they were away, Perez began associat-
ing with gang members, and by the age of 12 had 
developed a pattern of getting in trouble with the 
law. 

When his father died from a heart attack, 15-year 
old Perez further turned toward gangs and other 
dangerous behaviors, eventually spending time in 
juvenile hall.
    

Welcome

Keynote Speaker

In time, Perez was able to combine his “street smarts” with an education and turn his life around.  He credits his 
mother, who never gave up on him, and his 11th grade teacher, Mr. Smith, who became his mentor, while helping 
him. 

Perez became the first person in his family to graduate from high school, and in 2000 earned a Bachelor of Arts in 
Education from CSU Stanislaus.  In 2009 Perez earned a Master of Science in Educational Counseling with a Pupil 
Personnel Services (PPS) Credential from the University of La Verne.  Today he serves in educational leadership, and 
encourages students to stay in school and to pursue a higher education.

The purpose of this free conference is to expose Hispanic high school students to higher education, to a 
variety of occupations, and to motivate the youth to aspire to a successful academic life and career prepara-
tion. Students will attend workshops on career exploration; politics, community and family; youth leadership; 
science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) careers; preparing for careers in manufacturing or becom-
ing an attorney; Bridge and Project YES programs, and information sessions on MJC, California State University, 
Stanislaus (CSUS) and studying engineering and construction management at Fresno State University.  

!



31st ANNUAL

Educando los lideres de Mañana
EDUCATING TOMORROW’S LEADERS

CELEBRATING EDUCATION IN HISPANIC HERITAGE ON SATURDAY, MARCH 21, 2015

Hi!  My name is Nallely and 
I love MJC. I recently 
immigrated from Zacatecas, 
Mexico, and began attending 
Modesto Junior College. 
I am taking ESL and general 
education classes and plan 
on transferring to a 
University of California to 
complete a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Education and 
hope to become a Spanish 
teacher. I am having an 
excellent experience as a 
student at MJC.  
The instructors, tutors, 
and staff have been very 
helpful in mentoring me. 
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JOIN OUR FAMILY
Unete a nuestra familia
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