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®  Be sure to complete your first to begin their college careers. ; This semester over 400 applied
counseling contact ’ - ° :  Desire means students are and only 30 are selected through
The Bridge Program is a Ca-  willing to display an above and ' only 9
R T TR YN RNV YIE (o Pathviays Leaning Commu- beyond desire to not only attend &1 INterview process.
first workshop nity that partners with Stanislaus classes, but commit to a program Many of the Bridge students
County Community Services that is known for its rules and of the past have now gone on to
EOP&S Office Agencies, and Project YES (Youthfamily like atmosphere. be successful in various educa-
MOT&SJguggQQC*;%%nJSllZ Employment Services). Discipline means that Bridge tional and career pursuits.
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GETTING TO KNOW BRIDGE STUDENT: RAYMOND AREVALO

He always has a smile on When he is not working
his face and is always quick withhard in his classes or focusing c
a joke. He has been said to his homework Raymond holds
look like a young Jose Canseco.down a part time job at Ross
He is Fall 2011 Bridge student Department Store in Modesto.

Raymond Arevalo. Aside from work and
Born and raised in Modesto, school, Raymond has several

Raymond comes from a family hobbies that interest him.

of 13 brothers and sisters. Cur- Raymond likes playing video

rently, he lives with friends in ~ games, hanging out with friends,

Modesto. Raymond is a gradu— and music and movies.

ate of Elliott High School. When asked who his hero

Raymond made the decisioni s Ray mond sai dg
to attend Modesto Junior Col-  but my sister (Anna). She pretty ~ =
lege because he wants to chasemuch raised me and helped me : ‘===
his goals and to better himself accomplish so much when | ==

as a person and a student. told myself | couldndt. 2
Raymond is majoring in

Broadcasting. He would like to  Bottom Left: : Raymond talks to

pursue being a broadcaster as a the class. Above Right: Raymond

profession. Currently, Ray- introduces himself. Middle Right:
mond is undecided whether or Raymond gets help in tutoring.
not he wants to transfer to a Bottom Right: Raymond listening 0 )
during his English 49 class. a
four year college. \ ‘
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¢ GETTING TO KNOW BRIDGE STUDENT: KYLE MILLILS BARON °

He is often silent, but al- Kyle spends a great deal of.
ways focused and determined. time on his studies and making
He smiles more often than not sure all his homework is com-
and has a quiet leadership way pleted. When he is not doing
about him. He has been nick- homework he does have several
named Bieber. He is Fall 2011 likes and interests. » ’
Bridge student Kyle Millis

Kyle is currently a San Fran- v L
Baron.

cisco Giants and 49ers fan but
Kyle is originally from San states he is seeking help with
Jose California. He currently  that and hopes to one day be an
lives in Riverbank. Kyle hasa Oakland fan. Kyle also enjoys
brother and sister and is a movies, eating, and sleeping. His

graduate of Enochs High Schoolfavorite movie is Underworld.

Kyle decided to attend When asked who his hero
Modesto Junior College becausé s Kyl e sai d ol
he decided he wanted to break Kelly Takahashi. Kelly has al-
the family chainandearnhis  ways been there

college degree.

Kyle IS conS|der|ng either Bottom Left: : Kyle poses for the
Pharmacy or Zoology as his camera. Above Right: Kyle flashes
major. At this time he has not a smile in class. Middle Right: Kyle
decided on attending a four year works with a classmate in tutoring.

college. Bottom Right: Kyle listens to a
lecture in Math .
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Since its inception in the Summer of 2006 the
EOP&S Bridge Program has strived to do one

gram finished the semester with 22 students. Of
those 22 students, 13 finished with a grade point

thing: help basic skills student believe they can getaverage of 3.0 or higher (4 students had a 4.0).

a college education.

The program struggled to get off the ground in
the beginning , but with the support of so many

Additionally, 4 students had absolutely perfect
attendance for the semester.

In the Fall of 2010 the program saw more of

today, the Bridge Program is fully functional, and the same. The semester started with 30 students.
one of the most successful programs in MJC his- The program finished with 21 students. Of those

tory.

Bridge began with a start up grant from the
Walter S. Johnson Foundation. The grant part-
nered EOP&S with Community Services Agency,
and Workforce Alliance.

Students in the EOP&S Bridge Program take
English, Math, Reading, and Study Skills for a total
of 15 units.

The Bridge Program helps students build a
dedicated and disciplined approach to taking col-
lege courses. Tutoring,, attendance, punctuality,
and participation are mandatory.

The program is one semester long and then stu-
dents continue as EOP&S students .

In the past year the program has reached
record levels.

In the Spring 2010 semester the program
began the semester with 30 students. The pro-

21 students, 12 finished with a grade point average
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vide support, to the faculty and staff helping the
students with their daily needs, to the former
students who serve as mentoring student assis-
tants. With so much help from EOP&S and Com-
munity Services Agency, the students feel empow-
ered.

The Bridge Program takes all these compo-
nents and molds them into a family. That is the
term students use most to describe Bridge.

of 3.0 or higher (6 students had a 4.0). Additionally, Where many stops in life have failed students in
10 students had absolute perfect attendance for the the past, Bridge provides a place where students

semester.

This past Spring 2011 started with 24 stu-
dents. The program finished with 17 students. Of
those 17 students, 12 finished with a grade point
average of 3.0 or higher (3 students had a 4.0).
Additionally, 4 students had absolute perfect atten-
dance for the semester.

To put the program success in perspective, for
English 49 this past semester the college had a

are never lied to, where there is someone always
available to sit down and talk with students, but
the program is strict and up front on all require-
ments.

Students are given a regiment a thousand
times more rigorous than a basic set of classes.
Bridge students carry 15 units, are not allowed to
be late or absent, must attend tutoring and are
required to keep their grades up. Each week

44.6% pass rate. In the Bridge English 49 class, 88‘%tUdent progress is discussed in a meeting that

passed. In Math 10, the college had a 4
In the Bridge Math 10 class 88% passed.

So what makes the Bridge Program so much
different from any other classes? In the Bridge
Program, students are surrounded by a can do type
of atmosphere; from the administrators who pro-

9% pass ralt((_‘;onsists of all Bridge administrators, faculty, and

The Bridge Program continues to strive for
excellence , demands
and is building

t he
tomorrowds
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