
 
January 19, 2018 
  
It is a busy and beautiful Friday afternoon at Modesto Junior College. As week two of the term 
comes to a close, spring 2018 is off to a very smooth start. Despite the rain on the first day of 
the semester, our enrollment numbers were right in line with spring 2017. It was wonderful to 
see that the rain did not deter students, nor did it deter our campus community from providing 
assistance! It brought a smile to my face each time I saw an umbrella being shared. Last week 
was the first time I have ever been away from campus during the first week of instruction and 
awareness that it was week one never left, even as I enjoyed my role as mother of the groom. It 
was a lovely ceremony and the obvious joy of Cameron and Kayla was quite contagious.  
 
Respiratory Care Baccalaureate Degree Program  Our first cohort of students in the bachelor’s 
degree program has completed their first term and is already looking forward to their graduation 
in December 2018. On February 1, the application period will open for the fall 2018 cohort and 
the taskforce met today to review the first term, input from students, and other pilot degree 
programs. The taskforce was instrumental in designing and launching the program and now is 
engaging in review and revision in support of student success.   
 
Patriot Award  Congratulations to Vice President of Student Services, Dr. James Todd, and Dean 
of Public Safety/Technical Education and Community Education, Pedro Mendez who were 
honored with the Patriot Award issued by the United States Secretary of Defense. The award is 
granted to an employer that goes above and beyond to honor Veterans in the workplace. U.S. 
Army Veteran, Active Reservist, and Program Specialist in Veterans Services, Michael Howen, 
nominated Dean Mendez and Dr. Todd for their dedication to Veterans and support of Veteran 
services.  
 
Alumnus of the Year MJC Professor of health education, Dr. Dave Shrock was recently named 
the United States Sports Academy’s 2017 Alumnus of the Year. Dr. Shrock has served in 
numerous leadership roles for USA Track & Field (USATF) and has coached track and field at 
various levels for more than four decades, including 20 years at MJC. Professor Shrock earned 
his Ed.D.in sports management from United States Sports Academy in 2009. 
 
Coming Soon  A new article by Dr. Debi Bolter, professor of anthropology, has been selected as 
a cover story for the January/February 2018 issue of South African Journal of Science. The 
article entitled, Palaeodemographics of individuals in Dinaledi Chamber using dental remains, 



will be available on the journal website linked here. I look forward to reading more of Professor 
Bolter’s stemming from her work with the Rising Star Cave team on the Homo naledi discovery. 
 

The time is always right to do what is right. 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 
 

Warm regards, 
  
Jill Stearns, Ph.D. 
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