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I asked myself multiple times over the last two weeks why I had agreed to serve on this particular accreditation follow-
up visit evaluation team. I wondered how I was going to “make up” the five hours of driving, eleven hours of flight, and 
three days away from the office. You may notice that I left out the wait at the airports and the delight of shuttle service 
as I contemplated the cost to my work. Sigh, I was exhausted just thinking about 5,000 miles of travel for a one-day visit 
and then, everything changed.  
 
As I began to edit my portions of the evaluation report, I was struck by the magnitude of the importance of the 
conversations I had with the college. I realized how incredibly valuable it was to have the opportunity to probe and 
reframe questions until I fully understood program review, outcomes assessment, and integrated planning processes at 
the institution. As uncomfortable as site visits are for the receiving college, they are a critical element for the evaluation 
team. I am grateful to have this experience as MJC prepares a Follow-Up Report. My appreciation for the process of peer 
evaluation has been reaffirmed and I look forward to sharing our progress with the Commission. 

                 
Tidbits -  MJC just completed the spring 2013 Community College Survey of Student Engagement (CCSSE) under the 
leadership of research analyst, Nora Seronello. Nora was so pleased by the participation and support of faculty and 
students of this valuable survey process. My thanks to the student services team that assisted with survey 
administration and to Dean Martha Robles, Judy Drummond, and Glen Stovall in particular. 

 
Congratulations to Professor Robert Stevenson! Rob received a grant from the national Endowment for the Humanities 
to attend their summer seminar in New Delhi, India, India’s Past and the Making of the Present.  

 
                
 

One travels more usefully when alone, because he reflects more. 
Thomas Jefferson 


