
GVM Summer Science 2016 
 

June 7, 8, 9 
Acorns: Eggs Are Everywhere 

A step up for K! Investigation standards for 1, 2 and 3rd grades geared for K. Discover through 
Hands-on activities the many different kinds of eggs; insect, chicken, spider and snakes! Take 
home projects daily. 

Sprouts: Birds 
Discover owl pellets on the 7th, Birds wings and anatomy using, digestive system, inherited 
traits and vocalizations on the 8th. Touching bones, feathers, feet and tracks, skulls as we 
answer many questions about how birds get around. A visit from Living birds will cap off our 
three days together on the 9th! 

Oaks: Motions and Machines for Builders and Thinkers 
Maker stations and experimentation with commonly known theories in Physics! Let finally drop 
that Egg without breaking it the first time. Always something to take home from this class 
 

June 14, 15 16 
Acorns: Bugs Don’t Bug Me! 

Butterflies are flying, grasshoppers are hopping, and crickets are chirping. We will explore these 
insects and more. We will also do some fun crafts and activities that focus on these six-legged 
creatures. 

Sprouts: Prehistoric Critters 
We will be using a time line, a look to geology and sorting. We will have a chance to compare 
with some of todays’ living critters. There will also be a TOUR of Great Valley Museum and our 
prehistoric past. 

Oaks: Electrifying Feats! 
Please sign up for this fun electricity and conservation class. You will help your family save 
money using the skills you take away from this experience. We will make a fun “Take Away” on 
the last day. 
 

June 21, 22, 23 
Acorns: Visit the Rainforest 

Learn about the urgent need to save this valuable, but fragile ecosystem. Through video, live 
animals and hands-on materials, children will learn about the rainforest habitat.  A fun visit 
from live butterflies is expected too! 

Sprouts: Rocks and Minerals 
Learn how rocks and minerals are formed, where they come from and how they are different. 
Five stations offer additional hands on opportunities with different rocks, minerals and their 
uses. You will be taking home some of these beauties for your own personal collection! 

Oaks: Volcanoes, Earthquakes, Weather 
Our world is always on the move. Discover on the SOS how many weather and earths 
movements events there are each day. We will watch “real time” happenings. Hopefully when 
we walk outside will can see a variety of cloud formations and try to predict the weather. Many 
hands on experiments will keep everyone engaged. 



 
June 28, 29, 30 

Acorns: Art & Nature 
Three busy days exploring different nature inspired art media. This class offers a unique blend 
of arts and environmental education for young children, fostering discovery and creativity while 
connecting students with the natural world. 

Sprouts: Insects 
Meet our museum entomologists. Metamorphosis and how it is complete, incomplete and just 
plain simple. We will be Investigating Insect anatomy. Finally a chance to go deeper to help us 
understand how insects breathe, eat and move. Several insect habitats will be identified. Fun 
comparisons too, when we look at spiders!  

Oaks: Learning to Camp 
Learn to pitch tent, roll a sleeping bag to using the stars for directions. Bring your tent if you 
have one and your sleeping bag. Our project will be to navigate and alert others to our location! 
Solar Ovens will be made and put to the test with our quick recipes.  
 

July 5, 6, 7 
Acorns: Weird Weather and the Water cycle 

See a cloud form before your eyes. Touch lightning. We will make our own rainbows. Learn to 
identify different types of clouds, witness the strange effects of wind. Where does our Water 
come from? After visiting with us you will know. 

Sprouts: Art in Nature 
We will take a hike around campus in our natural areas to collect materials. Our goal is to have 
enough materials to use in a creative journaling project. Dress for getting dirty! 

Oaks: Everything Matters 
We will explore a real college chemistry lab and learn what the names of all the instruments 
available to us. We will use these items to follow several Chemistry and Atoms and Molecules 
class projects. The instructor will guide safety, use and skills needed to have successful 
experiment results.  A full day of States of Matter is included in the discovery of all that matters 
around us. 
 

July 12, 13, 14 
Acorns: Web of Life 

Large or small, short or tall, all things are connected. We will participate in games, activities and 
crafts to demonstrate our connection to the world through the web of life. 

Sprouts: You Scream, I Scream for MATH! 
You are going to have a fun hands-on lesson in Mathematics. This three day process includes an 
ice cream making experiment! Oh and maybe you will stop screaming about math homework 
too!  

Oaks: Dinosaurs Footprints! 
A fresh review of our world as dinosaurs roamed the planet earth. Our Young Geologists will 
step back 65 million years and explore dinosaurs by using the museum’s fossils and exhibits. 
The class will make footprints by measuring and using metric critters. It will be fun to compare 
our shoe size using an actual model of a dinosaur footprint. Then we will dig, time to get dirty! 



 
July 19, 20, 21 

Acorns: Kitchen Chemistry 
The easiest way to introduce science concepts to children is to answer their questions with 
“let’s find out.” Kitchen chemistry is an exciting way to get children engaged in science. This 
class will include easy chemistry experiments using supplies found in most kitchens. 

Sprouts: Martians from Modesto with a visitor from Lawrence Labs 
The children will observe a Science on a Sphere program to introduce the planets. We will put 
together a space capsule and brainstorm what we would need to take on an adventure into 
space. The class will have a guest and we will make a space module for picture taking using 
K’NEX. 

Oaks: Astronomy! 
Day one: Where are we? Day two: into the dome. Day three: off to outer space, back to the 
Moon! 
 

July 26, 27, 28 
Acorns: Our Five Senses 

We use them every day to get to know and understand the world around us. The five senses – 
seeing, hearing, smelling, tasting and touching – help us to learn about our surroundings, Fun 
activities will help children explore their five senses. 

Sprouts: States of Matter 
Through demonstrations and sharing hands-on activities, students will learn how mixing, 
cooling and heating can change matter from one form to another.  

Oaks: “Jump Start” your MATH skills with your friends. 
So next year Math will be harder. Not so if you bring your friends to this specialized math 
journey. Investigating equations and getting the language of math to work for you. We are 
going to estimate, predict and find solutions using items commonly found around us as we 
make these three days Rock!  
 
 


