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Large cat to prowl
new MJC Science
Community Center

There is a very large cat coming to
Modesto Junior College! It’s a full-scale
model of a sabertooth from the La Brea
Tar Pits in Southern California, and it has
actually already arrived. The creature is
waiting patiently in storage until the new
Science Community Center and Great Valley
Museum is completed in 2012. The big, bony
beauty was selected because it is California’s
“state fossil” and it lived in this vicinity.

This full-sized replica of a Smilodon
californicus will be one of the new exhibits
that is part of the Great Valley Museum,
which will be housed on the first floor of the
new Science Community Center. According

to Geology Professor Garry Hayes, who
helped bring the replica to campus, this cat and other new exhibits will
provide a lot of “wow factor” that will attract children to the museum
and hopefully get them excited about science.

The extinct carnivore was purchased entirely with donated funds
and proceeds from fundraisers, such as the Geology Club’s selling of
burgers on the Quad. The creature, which cost over $7,000, is planned as
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by Dr. Ken White

It Takes A Village

It has been a privilege to serve as the
Interim President of Modesto Junior College
these past six months. It has given me a
fresh perspective on the college and on our
colleagues who work so hard every day to
make a difference in the lives of our students.
I have worked for the Yosemite District for
18 years and at MJC for the past 14, the last
four in administration. Given my diversity of
experience in the district and at the college
you would think that I would have a pretty
good sense of what goes on at the college,
in all its complexities and nuances. And, I
would have to say with some modesty that I
did have a reasonable sense of what we do as a
college and a district. However, the role of the
president is a unique one. It offers a vantage
point few experience. For that reason, I would
like to share a few thoughts about the state of
the college as of Spring, 2010.

In taking on such a task it would be easy
to focus on the fiscal crisis facing the state
and the college. Clearly it is right near the
top in any consideration of where we are and
what we need to address as an institution.
However, what struck me most in the last few
months are not the financial challenges but
the resilience and dedication of the staff at
MJC. What I see is faculty and staff with an
unwavering commitment to the success of our
students. Colleagues who approach their work
knowing they make a difference in the lives of
their students. As I attend various graduation
celebrations across the college in Science,
Tech Ed, Nursing, EOPS, DSPS, and on and
on it is exhilarating to see the bond between
our faculty and staff and our students, the
inspiration that each receives from the other.

Whether it is a Psychology professor, an MJC
coach, an ESL instructor, a custodian, or an
administrative assistant, they each bring to
their profession a dedication that goes well
beyond the expectations of a job.

I have, over the past several weeks and
months, attended workshops, conferences,
symposia, lectures, and meetings of all types
and each has been meaningful and inspiring.
Young elementary and high school students
as well as our own students have all benefitted
from these experiences. Nowhere during this
journey did I find anyone talking about what
we could not do because of the budget. Instead
there was a positive, upbeat spirit which
resulted in quality experiences for those in
attendance.

Further, I see staff across the college and,
indeed, across the district that continue to
go far beyond the expectations of their job
description to make sure that the needs of our
community are served. You wouldn’t know
by looking at our clean facilities, and our
well manicured lawns that we are facing such
severe financial challenges. While fewer staff
now serve an ever growing number of students
and do so with a smile and with the same
dedication to meeting student needs that
existed prior to the financial meltdown, the
service and the commitment remains high.

I know that at the individual level, things
can occasionally look out of sorts. But [ assure
you that from the wide angle of the presidency
the college looks healthy and I am confident
that in the coming months and years we will
continue to do great things for our students
and our community.



By Judith Lanning, MJC Director of Workforce Development

Modesto Junior College is doing its part to help put
Stanislaus County residents back to work and benefit the
environment at the same time. Displaced workers from the
construction fields are learning new skill sets so they can
get living wage positions as solar panel installers and home
weatherization specialists. Individuals who worked in the
automotive field are now learning about compressed natural
gas in a hands-on classroom environment that gives them a
unique opportunity to work with cutting edge automotive
systems.

Pilot programs in solar installation, home weatherization,
alternative fuels and manufacturing/logistics are all part of the
GreenJobs Programs offered at Modesto Junior College through
funding provided by the Stanislaus County Alliance Worknet.
Led by outstanding MJC instructors such as Professor Adrian
DeAngelis, and supported by multiple adjunct instructors,
the innovative partnership programs offer participants the
opportunity of paid internships while working on low income
houses once training is completed.

Walt Griffith, a member of the inaugural and ground
breaking class for the Solar Panel Installation program asked
if his gratitude could be shared with the whole college
community:

“I want to personally thank you for being able to be part of
this unique experience. Although I have many years of experience
in the construction trades, this is new. The training I received will
go far towards helping me to become employed in a wide open
field and a necessary one in the not too distant future. As the need
arises for more cost effective and “earth friendly” technology to be
implemented, I feel this training will not only be a benefit to me as a
student learning a new trade, but to all it will touch.”

The Green Jobs Programs are a collaborative effort
of Modesto Junior College’s Division of Agriculture,
Environmental Sciences, and Technical Education, the
Division of Community and Economic Development-
Workforce Training Center and the Stanislaus County Alliance
Worknet. For additional information on this program contact
Judith Lanning, MJC Director of Workforce Development,
lanningj@mjc.edu or at extension 6944.

Vistas & Voices

Students building a
Solar panel.

Students show their
conduit work.
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From left, top: Best friends, Michael Dixon (L) and
Cameron Brown, await the start of the ceremony.

Graduates celebrated their hard-earned achievement
with arms raised and loud cheers.

Alex Harris received his Associates degree a month
before graduating from Valley Charter High School! Alex
heads off to Stanford University in the fall on a full ride
scholarship.

Sara Collins proudly wears a Phi Theta Kappa honor
society stole and gold honors cord as symbols of her
outstanding academic achievement.

Dr. Bob Nadell, Vice President of Student Services,
greets student speaker Pauline Rosado

Proud MJC graduates were all smiles!

Dr. Ken White, Interim President, congratulates one of
MJC’s veteran grads. Veterans wore special cords of
red, white and blue.

Another veteran grad waves to family and friends.
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Dr. White poses with Nisei honorees, Joseph Haratani and
Amy Haratani. MJC presented Mr. Haratani with an honorary
diploma and Mrs. Haratani accepted one on behalf of her
deceased sister, Nobu Yamasaki. Both diploma recipients
were amongst an estimated 28 Japanese American students
who were forced to leave MJC in 1942 when they were sent
to internment camps.

A row of empty chairs wrapped with blue ribbons stood as
silent symbols of the former Nisei students who had their
college educations interrupted by incarceration during World
War Il.

Dr. Nadell and Dr. Walters Dunlap presented the honorary
diplomas and placed a lei of flowers around the Haratanis’
necks, while the faculty and graduates gave them a standing
ovation.

Actor Jeremy Renner was recognized as the 2010
Distinguished Alumnus.

Vistas & Voices

The MJC
Commencement
Ceremony
on April 30th
was a special
evening of celebration
for our graduates!
THANK YOU to all the MJC and YCCD
employees who helped make this event
a success! Before we move on to the next
academic year, take a moment to click on
the link below for a brief video featuring

some of our proud graduates telling their
success stories to videographer Wes Page.

These students are why you do what you do,
and why what you do is such important work.
Congratulations to all on a job well done!

Video:
IM]JC Student Success Stories |
bt Commencement]



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y9q1fdiI57g
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y9q1fdiI57g

Center of Excellence research assists with
designing programs and pursuing grants

By Michelle Marquez, COE Director

The Center of Excellence (COE) is a program funded by a grant from the California Community
Colleges Chancellor’s Office. The COE supports community colleges in the Central Valley by
providing customized data on high-growth, emerging and economically critical industries and
occupations and their related workforce needs. By partnering with business and industry the
COE conducts research specifically for community colleges to support them in making informed
decisions about curriculum and programs relevant to local markets.

The environmental scans and customized reports prepared by the COE give the colleges a
competitive advantage in creating new and relevant programs and curriculum; pursuing grants
that lead to funding; understanding workforce skill gaps; connecting to business and industry
partners, and accessing workforce data that may be unavailable through other sources.

Current COE projects include:

* Bio-Energy Research: The COE is conducting statewide research to determine the

workforce demand and skill requirements for occupations in the biomass and biofuel sectors.

* Solar Energy: The COE will conduct research to determine the occupational demand and
skill requirements related to utility-scale solar in the Central Valley.

* Green Jobs in Stanislaus County: The COE is working with the Stanislaus Count Workforce
Investment Board to determine how green jobs are affecting training needs in the county.

* Green Workforce in Merced County: The COE is working with the Merced County WIB to
identify potential green jobs and how the community can work collaboratively to make
the most of training funds.

* Rural Opportunities Studies: The COE is conducting approximately 30 customized research
studies for rural community colleges in California. Many of the colleges are located in the
Central Valley.

The COE is also working on several new opportunities that will provide valuable information
and support to colleges. These opportunities include a project through the National Science
Foundation to research biotechnology and engineering occupations and training programs;
a regional cluster of opportunity project to research allied healthcare workforce demands and
training needs; and working with the State Employment Development Department to improve
labor market research and data collection on green jobs.

For more information related to the Center of Excellence, please contact Michelle Marquez,
Center Director, at 575-6908.
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The Office of Pre-College Programs brings over
90 high school students on campus in June

Modesto Junior College will experience
a surge of high school students on campus in
mid-June as the Upward Bound program again
sponsors a Summer Academy. Over 90 high
schoolstudents from Ceres, Modesto,Johansen,
Riverbank, and Patterson High Schools will be
participating in the six-week summer academic
program from June 14 through July 24.

The students will be at MJC for the first
four weeks and then will go up to Columbia
College for a two-week residential experience.
Participants will be taking various science,
math, English, and foreign language classes
and earning elective credits from their high
schools. Besides elective credits, students are
able to earn stipends for full participation. The
program also includes additional activities
such as tutoring sessions, community service,
and computer skills development and Friday
field trips to Yosemite National Park, California
Academy of Science, Calaveras Big Trees Park,
and Santa Cruz.

Upward Bound is a pre-college program
funded by United States Department of
Education TRIO grants. The program, which
is in its 15th year at MJC, serves low-income
and first-generation college bound high
school students. Funded under the Higher
Education Act of 1965, federal TRIO grants

are highly competitive. MJC has operated
two TRIO pre-college programs since 1995,
serving approximately 75 students at Davis,
Modesto, Johansen and Ceres High Schools
during the regular academic yeatr, as well as an
Educational Talent Search program that serves
over 600 students at Hanshaw Middle School,
Mark Twain Junior High, Modesto, Elliot,
and Downey High Schools. In 2008 MJC was
awarded a third TRIO pre-college grant that
allowed the expansion of services to students
in Patterson and Riverbank high schools.
Currently the Office of Pre-College programs
is working closely with the Title V office to
prepare and submit two new proposals in the
summer/fall.

The programs assist students in developing
the skills and motivation to succeed in high
school and continue on to college. During
the regular academic year the Upward Bound
program hosts college preparation workshops,
after-school tutoring, fieldtrips, Saturday
Academies and other services that assist
students in graduating from high school
prepared to pursue a college education. Other
support services include counseling, college
tours, visits to college plays, speakers and
events, and workshops on time management,
note taking and study skills.

Do you work with a statf member who is deserving of recognition? Take time to nominate
them for a 2010 Distinguished Classified Staff Award! Nominations for the Distinguished
Classified Staff Awards may be made by faculty, administrators or classified staff members

and should be based on demonstrated excellence on the job, service to the college, and a
commitment to professional development.

Nomination forms are available online on the and in the
President’s Office, Morris 201A. Nominations must be submitted to the President’s Office
by § p.m., Thursday, July 29, 2010. A selection panel appointed by CSEA will review all
nominations and select award recipients. Award recipients will be announced during the 2010
Classified Staff Appreciation Breakfast on Thursday, August 19, 2010.



http://www.mjc.edu/general/president/index.html
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President’s Circle enjoys campus update and music
Approximately 35 guests and friends of MJC attended the Spring
President’s Circle Reception on April 23 in the Little Theater, where
they heard inspiring words of appreciation from MJC student and
scholarship recipient Mei Xie McGar. Interim MJC President Ken
White presented an update on the status of the college, and beautiful
artist renderings of the new campus buildings under construction
were displayed. The group was also treated to several songs by the
MJC Chamber Singers under the direction of Maestro Richard Colla,
and were offered complimentary seating for the “Vocal Extravaganza”
concert that followed the reception.

MJC Pirates Go Nuts

The MJC Foundation held a “MJC Pirates Go Nuts” fundraiser on
April 24 in the “Party Deck” at John Thurman Field. Guests enjoyed
food, drink and a great baseball game between the Modesto Nuts and
Stockton Ports! It was along game, but the home team came out on top
and a relaxing evening was enjoyed by all.

Shel Thompson (center)
joins the Modesto Nuts
mascots at the “MJC
Pirates Go Nuts” night
on Saturday, April 24

at John Thurman Field.
Thompson supported
the MJC Foundation by
placing the winning

bid - $102 - to throw
out the first pitch at the
ball game.

MJC Foundation Board
Members Eileen Faria
(left) and Babette Nunes
Wagner enjoy some
pre-game hospitality

in the VIP Room prior

to the ball game as

part of the Pirates Go
Nuts fundraiser for the
Foundation.

July 15,2010

Volunteers needed for the annual
Summer Sonata

Work on the 14th Annual Summer
Sonata is underway and several important
changes are planned! The MJC Foundation
Board of Directors has decided to switch
the summer fundraiser from a Friday to a
Thursday evening this year, so mark your
calendars for Thursday, July 15, 2010! The
Sonata has also been moved indoors to the
air-conditioned foyer of the Gallo Center
for the Arts, avoiding the July heat that is
usually experienced outdoors.

The Foundation is again seeking staff,
faculty an administrators to volunteer at
this fun event. For information on how
you may volunteer, phone Sandy DeWalt
atext. 6619. Also, phone Sandy to purchase
tickets or for table sponsorships, and if
you would like to donate an auction item,
phone Gigi Sherriffe, ext. 6162.
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Jeremy Michael Kelley Linux Lab Dedicated

Jeremy Kelley, a former MJC student, was rtemembered by family and
friends with the naming of a part of the current MAGIC Lab in the
Electronics Building on May 7. His portrait, which will hang in the lab,
was unveiled during the moving dedication ceremony. The Jeremy
Michael Kelley Linux Lab will be expanded in the future when the
current Science Building on East Campus is renovated into the High
Tech Center. Jeremy lost his life in a motorcycle accident last summer.
A $135,000 gift has been made to help MJC students and faculty in the
area of computer science.

Chancellor Roe Darnell joins Chris, Brandon and Lisa
Kelley in celebrationg Jeremy Kelley’s life and his love
for the Linux system.

MJC Classes of '49, ’50, 51 held a Reunion

Former MJC students and graduates from 1949-1951 held a Class
Reunion on May 8 in the Mary Stuart Rogers Student Learning Center.
Under the organization of the MJC Alumni Association, the class
reunion attracted almost 100 former students from throughout the
United States who enjoyed a campus tour, a “tunnel of memories”
photo display and a relaxing dinner.

Planning the fun day of alumni events were (left to right)
Bryan Justin Marks, MJC Alumni Association President,
Sandy DeWalt, MJC Foundation, and committee
members Merle Mensinger, Vic Molles, Frank Cauterucci,
Jeanette Roddy, Barbara Lockhart, Prudence Backland
and Bob Brewer. Brewer, who lives in Arkansas, came
up with the idea for the reunion and was the chairperson
of the Reunion Planning Committee.

Jeremy enner Stops By For An ward

Academy Award Nominated Actor and former MJC student, Jeremy
Renner was presented with the 2010 Distinguished Alumni
Award by the MJC Foundation and Alumni Association during the
Commencement Ceremony on April 30. Renner was chosen for his
hard work and meteoric career rise during his 15 years in Hollywood.
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MJC pool complex renamed in

Dave Ashleigh’s honor

Modesto

Junior College
recently recognized
professor emeritus

Dave Ashleigh

(1971-2004) for his
contributions to
swimming and
water polo by
naming the East
Campus pool
complex in his
honor. A public
Dedication
Ceremony for the
Dave Ashleigh
Aquatic Center was
held on Saturday,
May 22 at 2 p.m.,
poolside on MJC’s
East Campus. The
ceremony was
followed by a
fundraiser barbecue
to benefit the Dave
Ashleigh Aquatics Scholarship Endowment.

Ashleigh, a distinguished faculty member
and an outstanding coach, is considered to
have been one of the greatest water polo players
in the history of the game. He was a member
of the United States Olympic water polo team
in both 1964 and 1968 and captained the
winning squad in the 1967 Pan American
Games, earning the first gold medal in water
polo for the United States.

Dave’s legacy as an outstanding athlete
began at Whittier High School where he played
water polo from 1957 to 1961. Whittier High
placed second in water polo for CIF of SoCal
in 1961. Dave was selected for the Helm’s Hall
of Fame - 2nd Team All American from SoCal
in 1960. In 1961, Dave’s senior year, he was
selected to Helm'’s Hall of Fame - 1st Team All
American, while serving as the Team Captain.
He was also selected as the Top Scorer MVP.

Dave attended Cerritos College from 1961
to 1963, where he served as the swim team
captain for both years, set school records in
four swim events and junior college national
records in two events. He was voted Cerritos
College Athlete of the Year in 1963 and was a
junior college All American both years.

Dave transferred to University of
California, Los Angeles, where his stellar
college career included being named the MVP
in 1963, being the leading scorer, and earning
first team All American in water polo. He
red-shirted in 1964 so that he could play for
the U.S. Olympic Team. In 1965 he served
as the UCLA Team Captain, was named MVP
and 1st Team All American, and was part of
their first undefeated Water Polo Team. Dave
also set school records in the 1650 freestyle,
500 freestyle, 200 breaststroke and 400 LM at
UCLA.

Prior to coming to MJC, Dave was a
swimming and water polo coach for the
Modesto Swim and Racquet Club from 1968
to 1971, accumulating 239 wins and 43 losses,
and guiding the Boys 14 and under water polo
team to Junior Olympics National Champions
in 1971. Under his coaching the Boys 14 and
under swim team set a record in the 200 Medley
Relay. He also trained Laura Siering and Doug
Burke, who both earned silver medals for
Team USA in the Olympics.

In 1983, Dave was inducted into the U.S.
Water Polo Hall of Fame. He has also been
inducted into the Water Polo Coaches Hall of
Fame; UCLA Hall of Fame; the MJC Athletic
Hall of Fame, and the Sportsmen of Stanislaus
Club Hall of Fame.

A group of MJC alumni who were MJC
athletes under Ashleigh’s coaching brought
forward the recommendation to rename the
MJC pools to the Dave Ashleigh Aquatic Center
to honor Ashleigh’s legacy. The alumni group
has also established an endowment that will
fund the cost of signage and provide on-going
support of the college’s aquatic programs.




MJC Nursing Alumni
Association recognizes two
“Outstanding Nurses”

Mary Alice Onorato and Ann Bonfiglio were honored in
March by the Modesto Junior College Nursing Alumni Association with
“Outstanding Nurse” awards. The purpose of the Outstanding Nurse
awards is to recognize local nurses for their service to the community
and for demonstrating remarkable dedication, kindness and generosity.
Onorato, a professor of nursing at MJC who retired in May 2010, was
recognized as an Outstanding Nurse in Education for her excellence
in nursing instruction. Bonfiglio, a school nurse for the Sylvan Union
School District, was honored as the Outstanding Nurse in Clinical.

Onorato grew up in South America, where she assisted an American
doctor as a nurse and interpreter in Guyana from 1965 to 1968, before
coming to the United States. She graduated from MJC’s nursing
program in 1986 and helped start West-Care, Stanislaus County’s first
adult day health care center, and worked as a registered nurse there for
two years. Before joining MJC in 1991, Onorato provided nursing care
for a terminally ill cancer patient at her home, volunteered to provide
nursing care for an elderly friend suffering from diabetes, congestive
heart failure and stasis ulcers, and worked at the West Modesto Medical
Clinic for the Stanislaus County Homeless Program. She began as the
part-time nursing skills lab coordinator in the MJC Nursing Program,
becoming full time in 1999. In her 19 years in the Skills Lab she helped
train and inspire hundreds of students who have become nurses. Along
the way Onorato earned her certification as a Gerontological Nurse and
was approved by the California State Health Department to be a director
of staff development/instructor for certified nursing assistants. She has
worked with the American Red Cross as a test evaluator to certify nursing
assistants since 2001.

Onorato currently serves as president on the Citizens Committee
for International Students that works with MJC’s international students
and over the years, has hosted students from Guyana, Czechoslovakia,
Nigeria, Mexico, El Salvador, and Germany in her home. In 1996 she
volunteered to serve as a group facilitator for local Study Circles on
Racism and Race Relations, a project of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Annual
Commemoration. She has served as a volunteer and board member of
the Habitat for Humanity in Stanislaus County, and as a member of
Habitat’s Nurture Committee, working directly with families chosen for
Habitat homes. She was a founding member of the MJC Nursing Alumni
Association and continues to work with this committee.

Onorato received Teacher Appreciation Awards from the MJC Alpha
Gamma Sigma-Upsilon Chapter in 1994 and in 1995; was honored as a
MJC Woman of Distinction by the American Association of women in
Community Colleges in 1997; received an ADA Committee Certification
of Recognition and was honored as an Outstanding Woman of Stanislaus
County by the Stanislaus County Commission for Women in 2000.

In her nomination letter a colleague writes, “Mary Alice is the
quintessential nursing educator. Her genuine concern for every student

Continued on page 15...

Mary Alice Onorato

Ann Bonfiglio




MJC Faculty and Staff Accomplishments

(Left to right)

Participating in the recognition were MID representatives Tom
Kimball and Bob Hondeville, Brian Sanders, Dean of Science
Mathematics and Engineering, Chris Schmidt GVM Traveling
Teacher, Louise Crawford, GVM Manager, Amy Gohring, GVM
Board Member, Roger Gohring, GVM Board President, Ken
Hanigan, MID, and Dave Braceros, GVM Traveling Teacher.
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MID presents Great Valley Museum with an Energy Award

Modesto Irrigation District presented MJC’s Great Valley
Museum with one of their 2009 Energy Awards during the YCCD Board
Meeting on May 12. GVM was recognized for its innovative “Energy 411
Program.” The MID awards recognize outstanding projects and activities
for achieving significant energy savings and/or contributions through
the implementation of energy efficiency, or energy conservation
projects and programs. The GVM’s “Energy 411” is a comprehensive
program designed to give 6th grade students the necessary tools to
make informed decisions on energy use, conservation questions,
personal responsibilities, and to make informed lifestyle choices. This is
accomplished through a 90-minute Museum Teacher program covering
energy sources and mechanics of delivery; three days of follow up
activities for the classroom teacher and students, and the distribution
of an Energy 411 box containing CFLs, filter whistles, thermometers,
and other tools to help students measure, assess, and reduce energy use
in their homes. The program, which took almost a year to develop, has
been serving students in the MID service area since September 2009.
Congratulations to GVM manager Louise Crawford, the GVM staft
and GVM Board on this program recognition!

David Schroeder exhibits photos of Antarctica

Dr. David Schroeder, along-time adjunct instructor of psychology
at MJC, has a new photo exhibition entitled “Ice: Antarctic Landscapes”
on display at Anderson Custom Framing & Gallery, 1323 J Street in
Modesto through June 30, 2010. A public reception for the artist will be
held on Thursday evening, June 17 as part of the “Art Walk”. Stop by
the exhibit to enjoy beautiful photos of a pristine wilderness not seen by
many!

MJC Respiratory Care Program granted continued

accreditation

The Allied Health, Family & Consumer Sciences Division hasreceived
an official letter from the Commission on Accreditation for Respiratory
Care (CoARC) informing the college that the MJC Respiratory Care
Program has been granted continuing accreditation. The recent
accreditation review conducted by CoARC recognizes the program’s
compliance with the nationally established accreditation Standards.
The next comprehensive evaluation for the program, including an
on-site review, is scheduled to occur no later than 2020. According
to Dean of Allied Health, Family and Consumer Science Maurice
McKinnon, the writing of the self-study was a major accomplishment
for the novice faculty and she is very proud of them. Congratulations and
commendation to Dr. McKinnon, faculty members Phillip Labrador
and Bonnie Hunt, and Martha Lee, classified support staff member,
who worked hard to ensure this program’s continued accreditation

status!




Student Achievements

MJC Debate Team garners Sweepstakes Award at National Tournament

The Modesto Junior College Speech and Debate Team brought home the First Place Gold Medal
Debate Sweepstakes Award from the Rho Pi National Tournament, the team’s final competition
for the academic year, which was held April 5 - 10 in New Orleans, Louisiana. MJC achieved the
top debate award after winning both the First Place Gold and the Second Place Silver Awards in
Parliamentary Team Debateand Second Place Silverin theindividual National Forensics Association
(NFA) Lincoln/Douglas Debate. Returning victorious were James Birlew and his debate partner
Christopher Yerzy who achieved the Gold in Parliamentary Team Debate. Brothers Richard
and Robert Birlew earned the Silver in this same competition. Richard Birlew repeated his
performance from last year in NFA Lincoln/Douglas by taking the Second Place Silver medal. MJC’s
Robert Birlew repeated his Third Place Bronze win in Extemporaneous Speaking, while teammate
Josh Ward brought home the Third Place Bronze medal in Impromptu Speaking. Ward lost out
to another Yosemite Community College District success story, as Danielle Carmack from
Columbia College earned the Second Place Silver in Impromptu Speaking. Congratulations to
Coach Todd Guy and our outstanding speech students!

Online Pirates’ Log wins award and has story picked up across internet

The Pirates’ Log earned a General Excellence Award for its online newspaper at the annual
conference of the Journalism Association of Community Colleges held in Los Angeles on April
11. Journalism can be disseminated more widely and swiftly than ever before via the internet and
MJC students have acknowledged the importance of online news by putting time and effort into
improving the online Pirates’ Log. One recent illustration of the importance of internet news is
when MJC student Erika Hafer’s story about her classmate, a Cambodian monk graduating with
her on April 30, published in the online Pirates’ Log on April 16, was immediately reprinted,
verbatim and with credit in Cambodian news sites and blogs across the Internet. Congratulations
to Erika Hafer, the Pirates’ Log statf and their Faculty Advisor Laura Paull!

Two MJC students win scholarships from honor society

Modesto Junior College students Andrea Burson and Vanessa Zamora were each awarded
an $800 scholarship by Alpha Gamma Sigma (AGS), an academic honor society and service
organization of California Community Colleges. Zamora was a recipient of the Kathleen D. Loly
Award, which recognizes academic excellence. Burson was a recipient of the Ed Walsh Award,
which recognizes outstanding service to the community. They received their awards during the
AGS Convention held in San Jose on April 17. Congratulations to these outstanding students and
to Susan Kerr, and all the other AGS advisors who work with the students in MJC’s chapter!

MJC student’s poem included in Library of Congress online
anthology

United States Poet Laureate Kay Ryan, in conjunction with the Library of
Congress and the Community College Humanities Association, launched a national
poetry initiative for community colleges in 2009 entitled “Poetry for the Mind’s
Joy.” MJC participated in this initiative by sponsoring a student poetry contest, and
the winning entry “What Can’t Be Held” by Bryce Thornburg was submitted by
the college to the Library of Congress where it is posted in an online Poetry for the
Mind’s Joy anthology along with all the other community college winners from
around the nation. Thornburg read his poem during the “Evening with Kay Ryan”

event. To read his winning poem visit: http://www.loc.gov/poetry/mindsjoy