
The following information is to assist students in filling out the 
2010-2011 FAFSA and is tailored to MJC students.
All students are encouraged to review these tips 

before submitting their FAFSA .

*Note: This is to be used as a reference guide and 
not every single question is highlighted.

Tips for the 
2010-2011 FAFSA



Getting Started on the 2010-нлмм C!C{!ΧΦ

You must enter the 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ 
security number 
exactly as it appears on 
the social security card.

*Create a password. This is 
different than your PIN. 
This password will let you 
log in to your  FAFSA 
application if you save it 
and return to continue 
working on it.



Our records show that you filed a FAFSA last year or submitted 
a FAFSA4caster. The data from that application can be used to 
pre-fill your 2010-2011 FAFSA

The student's Federal Student Aid PIN

If you do not know your PIN, select forgot my PINto request a 
duplicate. If you do not want to pre-fill your application, 
leave the PIN blank and select Next. 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŦƛƭŜŘ ŀ C!C{!Σ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ άǇǊŜ-Ŧƛƭƭέ ǘƘŜ нлмл-
2011 FAFSA. You will need your PIN (Personal Identification number) . This 
message will appear:

You will need to enter 
your PIN.

*You will also need your 
PIN to electronically sign 
your application. If you 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ 
PIN. You can go to 
www.pin.govand from 
the left side menu 
choose: Request a 
Duplicate PIN.

You can also apply for a 
PIN at www.pin.gov

https://fafsa.ed.gov/FOTWWebApp/fotw1011/forgot
http://www.pin.ed.gov/
http://www.pin.gov/


*You can click on the 
links for additional 
information or click 
ƻƴ άNEXTέ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ 
filling out your 
FAFSA.



Start filling out 
the FAFSA. 
Answer each 
question to the 
best of your 
knowledge. 

Make sure to 
ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ά{!±9έ 
so that your 
information is 
saved . 

Click άb9·¢έ ŀǘ 
the bottom of 
each page when 
you are ready to 
go on to the next 
page and set of 
questions.  

* If you need to go 
back to a screen, 
use the 
άtw9±Lh¦{έ 
button.



TextAdd the 
federal school 
code, or  use 
the search 
fields to find 
the school 
code if you 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘΦ

Make ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ά¸9{έ ŀƴŘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ 
additional information about college 
enrollment plans. 

If you are interested in work-study, 
you MUSTǎŜƭŜŎǘ ά²ƻǊƪ-{ǘǳŘȅΦέ

Make sure to verify that you have added 
the correct school .

Modesto Junior 
College school code:

001240

IMPORTANT!



The first three 
dependency 

status questions 
are 

pre-filled based 
on answers the 

student 
provided earlier 

in the 
application.

The following questions will determine if you are considered dependent or independent 



Once you have answered all the questions in the dependency status sections, this page will let you 
know  your dependency status. 

If  you are considered INDEPENDENT,  you do not have to provide parent information. You can select 
not to provide parent information. 

If you are considered DEPENDENT, you mustprovide parent information. 
*Special circumstances: If you are considered dependent, but cannot provide parent information 
ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǘŜƴǳŀǘƛƴƎ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ άL ŀƳ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴέΦ 
You will need to provide documentation of the special circumstances when MJC process your FAFSA. 



LŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ ƛǎ 
single, divorced, or 

widowed, the student 
will only see questions 

for one parent.

Parental information is 
collected on FAFSA and 
the questions display 

based on how the user 
answers each question. 

Answer all the questions 
to the best of your 

knowledge. 

DEPENDENT STUDENTS ONLY: 



Reporting Financial and Household Information

*Financial information is collected on FAFSA and the questions 
display based on how the user answers each question. 

o Tax returns and/or W-2, tax statements, etc. are needed to complete the FAFSA. 

o If W-2 statements and/or the tax returns have not yet been completed, estimates 
can be used in order to complete the FAFSA. 

o Once the tax information is completed, the student must go back to the FAFSA
website www.fafsa.govand do a correction to the 2010-2011 FAFSA to update the
estimates to accurate numbers. 

o * If the student and/or the parents did not work or earn any income during 2009 
or if they were not required to file, answer the financial questions that apply.

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/


Reporting Financial and Household Information cont.

o The type of tax return can be found on the top of the tax return. It will read
1040, 1040A, or 1040 EZ.

o Adjusted Gross Income reflects the total income and usually includes
unemployment , self-employment, and IRA distributions.

*Adjusted gross income is on IRS Form 1040τLine 37; 1040Aτline 21;

or  1040EZτline 4. 

The following questions will ask about earnings (wages, salaries, tips, etc.) 
in 2009 for each person who must report income information.

o Answer the questions whether or not a tax return was filed. 

o Earnings (wages, salaries, tips, etc.) in 2009 may be on the W-2 forms, or on the
IRS Form 1040τLine 7 + 12 + 18 + Box 14 of IRS Schedule K-1 (Form 1065);
1040Aτline 7; or 1040EZτline 1.

Financial information is collected on FAFSA and the questions display 
based on how the user answers each question. 



Reporting Household Information

Dependent students:

Include in your parentsô household: 
(1) your parents and yourself, even if you donôt live with your parents, (2) your parentsô other 

children if your parents will provide more than half of their support between July 1, 2010, and June 

30, 2011, (3) other people only if they live with your parents, your parents provide more than half of 

their support and your parents will continue to provide more than half of their support between July 

1, 2010, and June 30, 2011.

How many people in the household will be college students between July 1, 

2010 and June 30, 2011? 
ÅAlways count yourself. Do not include your parents. Include others only if they will attend, at 

least half-time in 2009-2010, a program that leads to a college degree or certificate. 

Independent students:

Your number of family members in 2010-2011. Include in your household: 
(1) yourself (and your spouse), (2) your children, if you will provide more than half of their support 

between July 1, 2010, and June 30, 2011, and (3) other people if they now live with you, you 

provide more than half of their support and you will continue to provide more than half of their 

support between July 1, 2010, and June 30, 2011.

How many people in your (and your spouseôs) household will be college 

students between July 1, 2009 and June 30, 2010?

ÅAlways count yourself. Include others only if they will attend, at least half-time in 2009-2010, 

a program that leads to a college degree or certificate.



Once you have 
answered the rest of 
the questions, you 
ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά{ƛƎƴ ϧ 
{ǳōƳƛǘέ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ

You can verify your 
information and print 

your FAFSA 
information.

You must also choose 
how to sign your 

FAFSA.

You can sign 
electronically using a 

PIN or print out a 
signature page and 
mail it to the FAFSA 
processing center.


